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1. 1850-87 - In the Beginning
The origins of modern athletics

The first modern Olympic Games, held in Athens839@, are commonly, but
erroneously, associated with the birth of athlsgorts. Whilst foot races and
other loosely-related athletic contests date banl before, the first occurrence of
an athletic programme or “sports” resembling onédhy, took place nearly half
a century before the events of 1896.

By the mid-nineteenth century, decidedly plebeianntry sports were beginning
to be replaced by a host of regular, organisedwaildpublicised athletics events,
with prizes drawing competitors from far afield.elhonour of staging the first
athletics match and the formation of the first atilsl club rests with colleges at
Oxford University. The similarities between thisstiAthletic Sports and a
modern day programme of events is quite apparesset Sports were
unintentionally responsible for standardising mahthe athletic disciplines that
nowadays are practised across the world.

A profound influence for the evolution of athletitsscribed was provided in
1850 by a group of high-spirited undergraduateésxater College, as described
by Montague Shearmaim Athletics and Football

The year was 1850. It was the evening after théeGel
Steeplechase (vulgarly called the “College Grin&9me four
or five congenial spirits, as their manner was,exspping their
wine after hall in the rooms of one, R.F. Bowles.si8es the
host there were James Aitken, Geo. Russell, MaBoushwell,
and Halifax Wyatt. The topic was the event of thg,dand the
unsatisfactory process of negotiating a countrpaford
hacks. “Sooner than ride such a brute again,” 8&dtt whose
horse had landed into a road on his head insteha ¢dégs, “I'd
run across two miles of country on foot.” “Well whgt?” said
the others; “let’'s have a College foot grind,” awit was
agreed.

Bowles who always had a sneaking love for racisgggested a
race or two on the flat as well. Again the partyesgl. The
conditions were drawn up, stakes named, officipfsomted,
and the first meeting for Athletics Sports inaugeda

On the first afternoon there was to be a “chaseq’miles
across country, 24 jumpsl, Entry, 1. forfeit; and on a
subsequent afternoon, a quarter of a mile on #ig3D0 yards,
100 yards, 140 yards over 10 flights of hurdleydfqls apart,
one mile, and some other stakes for “beaten hdrspen to
members of Exeter College only. The stewards offleter
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Autumn Meeting’ were R.F.Bowles and John Broughton;
Secretary, H.C.Glanville; Clerk of Course, E.Ranked a
well-known sporting tradesman in Oxford, Mr. Randahs
asked to be Judge...

Notice of the meeting, with a list of the stakegaswosted in
the usual place - a black board in the porter'géodPlenty of
entries were made, in no stake less than 10: éostieplechase
there were 24 who started.

Among the competitors were Jas .Aitken, J. Scat.@Russell,
Jno. Broughton, R.F.Bowles, D.Giles, H.J.Cheale¥®yytt,
Jas. Woodhouse, C.J.Parker, P.Wilson, M.Southwell,
H.C.Glanville, H.Collins, E.Knight, and some ninghers.

The betting was - 2 to\. Aitken, 2 to 1v. Cheales, 8 to L.
Giles, 9 to lv. Wyatt, 10 to Iv. Parker, 10 to ¥. Scott, 12 to 1
v. Broughton, 15 to ¥. Woodhouse.

The course chosen was on a flat marshy farm aeBjmeear
the Severn Bridge Road: it was very wet, some sield
swimming in water, the brook’s bank high, and & taife-off,
which meant certain immersion for most, if notth#
competitors. Twenty-four went to the post, not 24dk
conditioned athletes in running “toggery,” but 2¢kbeg active
youngsters in cricket shoes and flannels, somairrcbndition,
some very much the reverse, but all determinedléoct die.”
Plenty of folk on horse and foot came to see thigeity...and
in this instance, judging from the excitement, #mel
encouragement given to the competitors, the novediy much
appreciated.

As about half the 24 starters left the post asaf/twere only
going to run a few hundred yards, they were nechgsaon
done with. Aitken, gradually coming through all tbehad the
best of the race until one field from home, whenaitand
Scott, who had been gradually creeping up, ran.l@ey
jumped the last fence together. Wyatt, who landefirmer
ground, was quickest on his legs, and ran in a coatiely
easy winner; there was a tremendous struggle &s¢cond
place, which was just obtained by Aitken.

The time, according to the present notion of rugnmust no
doubt have been slow, but the ground was deefettoes big,
and all the competitors were heavily handicappedély
flannels bedraggling their legs.
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Of the flat races, which were held in Port Meadowun-
levelled turf, no authentic record has been preskof the
winners of all the events. The hurdle race was k.
Knight, R.F. Bowles being second. The 100 yard$\yatt,
and he also won one or two of the shorter racasidoihe mile
he had to carry some pounds of shot in an old-fesd shot-
belt round his loins, and ran second to Aitken, wiom. Listen
to this, ye handicappers of the present day...!

Such is the history of the first set of athletiogp.”

The claim of Oxford to be the founder of modernettbs is further strengthened
by the publication in 1870 of two triptychs entitlathletic Sports at Oxford
showing on one, the water jump in the steeplechmadéng the stone and the one
mile; and on the other, a sack race entitled “Neus Euryalls,” throwing the
hammer entitled “The Doom of Acsisus” and “AtaldatRace.”

In 1851, Exeter followed up the autumn meeting&A with a summer meeting
on Bullingdon Green, when it is believed both ahhégpd long jump were

included in the programme. By 1852, it was congdex reasonable form of sport
for a school or college to stage a meeting for cefitipns in the old English

sports of running, jumping and the throwing of wegy However, the idea of
contests between the universities in athletic spartthe same way that they were
already competing in cricket and rowing, was stilthe future.

Exeter College remained unique until 1855 whentspwere first held in
Cambridge by St. John’s and Emmanuel. At Oxfordli@daWadham, Pembroke
and Worcester followed the example of Exeter in6l.8ben Oriel in 1857,
Merton in 1858 and Christ Church in 1859, so that®61, separate college
meetings had become widespread. University spats vounded at Cambridge
in 1857.

Formation of the Oxford University Athletic Club

Following a decade of activity at college levek founding of the university
athletic club took place on November™B360. In a similar vein to what had
gone before, the club was founded primarily as ama@f establishing University
Sports, as detailed in the club’s very first minbt®k, which exists to this day:

“In order to institute in the University of Oxfordnnual Games,
consisting of Footraces and other Athletic Sp@tsieeting was
held in Mr E. Arkwright’s rooms, Merton College...

The proposal of the Games was welcomed througheut t
University, and the Stewards determined that, deothat the
games might take place that term (Michaelmas 1869)
necessary arrangements should be begun at oneas It
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therefore agreed that the representatives of ealtdge and hall,
should collect subscriptions with all possible digh, and pay
the proceeds into the Old Bank.”

Of the 23 gentlemen present at that historic fiveeting, the following were
elected as Stewards of the new club:

Hon. Secretary Mr E.Arkwright Merton

Hon Treasurer Mr J.G.Watkins Christ Church

Other Stewards Mr. H.F.Blair Corpus Christi
Mr. J.C.Thynne Exeter

Mr. H.B.Middleton Magdalen

With the fundamental elements of a club — i.e. mmittee (or in this case,
Stewards), constitution, rules and payment of ahswiascriptions — in place,
0.U.A.C. had been born and on Tuesday, Decenth&B80, the first Oxford
University Sports were held, with 12 events comigsOne of these events was
the University steeplechase title held over,tiva miles of fair hunting
countryside.” When 38 entries from 16 collegesding “...amid torrents of rain
and mud ankle deep...,” HRH the Prince of Walesy ldteg Edward VI, elected
to give a donation of £100 towards the purchasemdrpetual challenge cup for
the winner. This hideous piece of silverware, dlbemewhat battered, still
existed in 1951 as the prize for the University @pthree mile title.

Event no.7 was “throwing the hammer; three triditsrged.” The entry was 16
and John Dolphin (Oriel) won with a throw of 63t9f20). The prize for
winning was a solid silver tankard, then worth £4.1

In recent times, there has been some debate dsd¢h of the two university clubs
is the older. However, it is clear that O.U.A.C.swa existence by November
1860 and, although Cambridge staged its first Usitye Sports in 1857, the
formal inauguration of a university club there haped later, as described by
Richard Webster (Trinity) — late Baron Alverstona-his autobiography,
Recollections of Bar and Bench

“When | went up to Cambridge, and until the yea$3,8here
was little or no organization in the control of latics. The
money required for athletic sports was collected ligw
energetic men who managed to obtain from the mesriifehe
University a sum of between £80 and £90, suffictergay
expenses and provide prizes from year to year8681l,
together with my great friend Percy M. Thorntonlegus,
C.B.Lawes, and one or two others, started the Calopr
University Athletic Club. | persuaded nearly akktbolleges to
establish their own athletic clubs, and to pay@tation fee of
2s. 6d. per member to the University Athletic Clgbr this all
members of the college had the use of Fenner’prémtice and
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EXETER AUTUMN MEETING,
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Hr,w | Mr, Venuldam
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The Saury Stmbes, 1530 yards, 0 name &od ot o the day of
the races.
The Aristrcratie Stakes, of Lo yards, (o une sail clese oo the day
of the races

Thet Consalation Stakes, fir beaten horsen, roo yarde

The programme to the Exeter Sports of 1850,
arguably the first athletics meeting of the modena

The ‘Varsity Sports at the
Beaufort House ground in 1865:

The mile race won by Samuel
Scott (Magdalen) in 4:40.4. Note
the military band performing in
the infield (probably, the
Grenadier Guards), which was
commonplace at both the Inter-
"Varsity and University Sports.
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The programme for the first Oxford University Grafwnual Games in
December 1860.
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ATHLETIC &PTE AT CLFLILTY

Two triptychs from 1870 depictingthletic Sports at Oxford

The ‘Varsity Sports at
the Beaufort House
ground in 1865.

An Oxford athlete in
the Shot Put.
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for their college sports, and they were providethwil the
necessary apparatus for the due carrying out ofpibets. The
first Secretary was H.J.Kennedy of Trinity Hall; was followed
by P.M.Thornton, who was, in turn, succeeded byatiy$he
establishment of the University Athletic Club wagraat
success, and when | left Cambridge in the year 18@&5Club
had a balance of £400, and has always since thatlieen in a
good financial position, able to assist in the ioygment of
Fenner’s, and in promoting sports between the uaramlleges.”

The following year, the University Sports were hetdThursday, November 98
and owing to a misunderstanding between some ajubéfiers and the starter,
the final of the 100 yards was re-run on the Magl&@ollege Cricket School
ground. The account iBell’s Life states that the first prize was bestowed upon
Arthur Poole (Trinity) who performed the distanoe‘...something under 10
seconds.” Here perhaps, we have the earliest egporstance of any amateur
athlete bettering “even time.”

By 1862, the O.U.A.C. Minute book resolved that,the three hundred yards flat
be changed into one quarter mile,” though no re@sgiven. In 1866, O.U.A.C.
attempted to standardize the height of hurdled) thié minute book stating that,
“...the hurdles shall be 3ft 6” in the ground.” Unsisimgly, one of the original
events from the 1860 Sports, ‘Quarter Mile over twelve flights...,” certainly
worthy of being described as the man-killer of kraad field, was somewhat slow
to catch on.
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2. 1864 - The first Inter-‘Varsity Sports

The idea of instituting Inter-‘Varsity Sports omgited at Cambridge, where Percy
Thornton (Jesus), Charles Law€Rrinity) and Richard Websté(Trinity) were
mainly responsible for the sending of a challermy®xford, where Lord Jersey
(Balliol) and Clement Jackson (Magdalen Hall) a¢edp

The first Inter-"Varsity Sports were held on therShChurch Ground, Oxford on
Saturday, March1864, the events being 100 yards, 440 yards, ttee the
steeplechase (about two miles), 120 yards hurd@®3yards hurdles (both with
10 flights of hurdles), the long jump and the hjgmp. It is interesting to note
thatThe Timesnerited the match worthy of a leader, commentirag, t“.. .the
development of athletics at the Universities walddmuch to counteract the evil
effects of rowing on the physique of undergraduates

The performances of 1864 make interesting readmgarticular the comment

that the, “..Cambridge representatives had little hope of bgdtmancis Gooch

(in the long jump), who on several occasions hactd a distance exceeding six
yards in a single leap, a feat beyond the capa€tigny but an exceptional
athlete.”

With the match decided upon the winning of everagsystem of scoring in use
until 1938 - Oxford won four of the first five evisn(100 yards; high jump; 440
yards; and long jump against 120 yards hurdleg)tH®iremaining three (200
yards hurdles, the mile and the steeplechase) weneby Cambridge, and as a
result the match was drawn.

Surprisingly, the Oxford distance runners had caegbén trials only two days
before and one can only speculate as to the rfeadlthey been given sufficient
time to recover from their endeavours.

In 1865, the Inter-‘Varsity Sports were held at Gaicige on the Fenner’s
Ground, the only time that Cambridge hosted thecimégxcept for the 1939-45
war period) until the advent of the Wilberforce Rdeack in 1995. For this match
two new events, putting the shot and throwing tieket ball, were added to the
programme, although the 200 yards hurdles raceowstsed. Further, the
steeplechase — in effect a cross-country race +g&@aced by a two-mile race on
the track.

With the match held on March %5it was not for the last time that events took
place in inclement weather, with the later laptheftwo miles run in a heavy fall
of snow and sleet. The 1865 match was won by Caigérby 6 events to 3. A
contemporary report suggests that Oxford demomstrednsiderably less
enthusiasm for the competition than did Cambridgedence of this was
provided by the shot put where the result was baped the aggregate of putting
with one hand (the Cambridge style) and puttingiwato hands (the Oxford
style); the Oxford athletes performing less welthe unfamiliar style than did
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those from Cambridge. In response to Oxford’s nediack of enthusiasm, the
Oxford Undergraduates’ Journglublished appeals begging those chosen to
represent the University in the Sports, tb.show more self-denial in their
training.”

The 1866 match was held once again on the Christc@bhGround consisting of
the same nine events with Cambridge winning byéhes/to 3. In the hammer,
the Oxford competitors Morgan (Magdalen Hall) andlié Croker (Trinity)

fared badly, and in the process, came near tmgibiome of the spectators. In the
shot, Morgan and Charles Cotes (Christ Churchesedf similar problems as they
were required to put with one hand rather thanweehanded overhead throw
preferred by Oxford. Throwing the cricket ball wadso included for the final

time.

The 1866 match brought to an end the pattern ofehand away matches,
following a disturbance at Oxford, described as a:

“...display of high spirits at the London & North Waste
Statior!', where the special train left and hosts partethfro
guests. The parting only temporarily damped thetgaf both
parties.”

The match had in fact broken up in uproar afteeaddheat in the two miles
(between John Laing (Christ Church) and Charlegyl@minity, Cambridge)) led
to a fight between students, punters and bookmairetprompted Clement
Jackson (Magdalen Hall) to comment, the sound of which dinning into the
midnight, | can still hear.”

In future, the venue of the ‘Varsity Match would lbeld in London. The 1867
match took place at the Beaufort House Groundsh®#alGreen, with Cambridge
winning by 6 events to 3.

By now a three-lap-to-the-mile cinder track hadrbked down at Fenner’s,
providing the Light Blues with better opportunitis training. This together with
a well-ordered system of College meetings provithedmotivation for an
increase in both numbers and enthusiasm. At Oxfaaijties for athletics were
fewer, practice was at best intermittent and Cell8gorts less numerous.

For the 1868 match, again held at Beaufort Houmgethree miles replaced the
previous two-mile race, providing Oxford with thénst victory in the series by 5
events to 4. Three amateur records were brokehydlixford athletes: Thomas
Batson (Lincoln) in the hammer, Alick Tosswill (@h in the long-jump and The
Hon. Frederick O’Grady (St. John’s) in the high jum

In 1869, the Sports were held unusually early omadd 8", with a low
temperature, high winds and a heavy shower ofdaring the match. For the first
time, the match was held at the new ground of thmat&ur Athletic Club at Lillie
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Bridge, where it remained until 1887. It is repdrthat the conditions were
unsatisfactory with the cinder path having failedonsolidate and that the
recently laid turf handicapped the competitorshim field events. The match was
won by Cambridge by 5% events to 3%2; Oxford beiagdicapped by the absence
of Tosswill who had cleared in excess of 22ft at@xford Sports. Additionally,
Francis Waite’s (Balliol) throw of over 100ft indthammer failed to win the

event as Henry Leeke (Trinity, Cambridge) manage®ft111” (31m68).

Marshall Brooks

The 1876 match brought over 12,000 spectatorsllie Bridge, the object of
interest being the Oxford high jumper, Marshall &s (Brasenose) who had
already cleared the outstanding height of six fBetoks, already a rugby
international, eliminated the opposition and thad the bar pushed right up. He
stalked straight up and from a grass take-offjwaiped and amidst thunderous
applause walked back under the bar, the heighbafhwvas measured at 6ft 2.5”
(1m89), a world’s best. It was not until 1887 tBaboks’ world record was
surpassed and as a ‘Varsity Match record, it stoo@2 years. With Brooks
winning the long jump as well, Oxford won the malgh6 events to 3.

In this connection, the great athletics commentatederick Webster made these
observations:

“The first athlete to abandon the antiquated, latiral style of
high jumping was the Hon. M.J.Brooks of Rugby Sdlaowl
Oxford University, whose Oxford and Cambridge Spoecord
of 6ft 2.5” made in 1876, remained unequalled amgroken in
1945. Not only did he gain Oxford Blues for thethjgmp when
he raised the record to 5ft 9.5"(1m77) in 18741875 when he
was second at 5ft 7.25” (1m70) and in the long jump876,
when he won that event at 21ft 8.5” (6m) and maeepresent
Inter-Varsity high jump record of 6ft 2.5”(1m89)the also
achieved a Blue as a rugby football full back i738In 1876,
he took the English Championship when he jumped 6ite
(1m82), there being no other entrant. He was thsnJ1 years
of age.

In that year, the famous Scottish professionaleaghDonald
Dinnie, wrote to the Press, seeking to provea@riori grounds
that it was a sheer impossibility for any humannbeever to
jump so high as Brooks was reported to have andlbad.

When jumping, Brooks ran straight at the bar anckdold me
before he died a few years ago, that although b&ldbrow his
feet up as high as he wanted, his main difficulaswetting his
arms and particularly his elbows over the bar. &ewith his

knees tucked up in front, took his body over wittovard jerk
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and landed on his toes. The late Sir Montague $tsaopnce
told me that when Brooks first cleared 6ft, so gweas the
enthusiasm that the O.U.A.C. Hon Treasurer tosgetbp hat
into the air, but had to retrieve it sadly fromesed puddle on the
old Marston Athletic Ground.”

The University Sports of March 981876, the contemporary equivalent of
Cuppers, warranted a report in @By Herald

“These Sports commenced on Thursday on the MaRtoming
Grounds. The weather was cold and windy on theday, but
was on Friday almost beyond description, a petiaaticane
accompanied by sleet and snow delaying proceedmgome
time. Many events were decided during the two delysf

being the high jump of Mr M.J.Brooks, the president
O.U.A.C., who excelled all previous authenticakkgorded
performances by covering 6ft. This gentleman hadipusly
jumped 5ft 11.25” and even now seems improvingnasfurther
attempt on Friday, he nearly did 6ft 1” (1m86). Thite,
11lyards hurdles and Stones (the Shot Put) evetit® imter-
university programme also produced worthy champiorike
persons, Messrs. E.Nicolls (Christ Church), Nashdaln),
Shearman (St John’s), Scott (BNC) and Hodges ()eeimo
will doubtless render good account of themselveApnil 7™
(the Varsity Match). These Sports were conclude&aturday
afternoon in the presence of a large company, dicgumany
ladies. The weather was in keeping with that uguedperienced
at Marston, being bitterly cold with a strong wifaging the
competitors in the run-in, which somewhat mitigadgginst the
best time. The Sport was excellent, the whole efeents — two
handicaps, the three mile race and quarter milebaoad jump —
all being well contested. Mr Brooks followed up bisccess of
Friday by carrying off the prize for the long jummerein he
covered the enormous distance of 21ft 11”; Mr Sagtef
University, being at his heels with a jump of 28.%".

The three mile race was booked a certainty for Mar@ll of
Balliol, as it was generally known that Mr Stevemsd New
was not wound up, but the judgment of the knowingsowas
upset by Mr Goodwin of Jesus, who was second imtiterace
on Monday to Mr Nicolls of Christchurch. The quanteile
victory of Mr Metcalf of University who won the Hahile on
Friday from Nicolls too, was unlooked for, as Sallgs
regarded a probable winner.”

Brooks’ presidency was important, not only for &ikletic performances, but
additionally for the introduction of standard cortipens. The Gford and
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Cambridge Undergraduate’s Journaf March 9" 1876, reports as follows:

“A new feature in athletics sports at Oxford hasrbastituted
by the president of the O.U.A.C. in the form ofrstard
competitions. These were contested on Monday afterywhen
all members of the University and the public geligraere
admitted to the ground free of charge. The weatlzer fine but
a high wind which prevailed was a drawback to ragnmen and
in consequence, a second more than the allottedvtias
granted for the quarter mile. The attendance waseny large
and consisted mostly of members of the univerBitizes were
offered for the following events — quarter milené not to
exceed 53s (raised to 54s); the weight, distantéens than
35ft; throwing the hammer, distance not less thaisftl broad
jump, distance not less than 20ft 6”; high jumpghenot less
than 5ft 6”. The quarter mile was accomplished lBriiwale of
New and Solly of Magdalen, Solly’s time being esakyg good.
Treffery of Magdalen and Nash of Lincoln succeenheclearing
the hurdles within the prescribed time, Nash beatger the
guickest, failing to clear his hurdles in good foiBnooks of
Brasenose made a capital jump for a broad distande
doubtless had he taken off better, he would hawe golong
way to rival the best jump yet made. As it wastduk off
nearly a foot from the starting board and then rgaddo clear
21ft 47, Julian of Trinity and Lucas of Balliol algumped well
but failed to reach the stated distance. Holmeé&rasenose,
could not reach the distance with the hammer si@iice which
he had previously, to our knowledge, done compaghti
easily.”

Clement Nugent Jackson

At the Oxford Sports of 1879, a testimonial was emmiClement Jackson by the
then club president, Albert Goodwin of J€S(ater the Reverend Goodwin).
Jackson had completed twelve years service toltieas Senior Treasurer, a
position he was to retain for nearly half a centugre though it is unlikely that
any of those present at the testimonial could bage predicted this. Jackson’s
own athletics career, which included winning a Blu¢he 1867 ‘Varsity Sports
and running 16.0s for the 120 yards hurdles, anatirecord and believed by
many to be a world’s best, had been cut shortfoptinjury sustained when he
spiked a hidden oyster shell while trying to matwod hurdling of W.G.Grace.

During those first twelve years as Treasurer, Jackad perhaps done more than
anyone in bringing O.U.A.C. to its position of iénce in the world of athletic
sports and in doing so, moulding the developmeth@fiport itself. In response to
the president’s words, Clement Jackson made tlhenfimlg speech before the
club’s members:
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“Mr Goodwin and gentlemen. | had always been urtlder
impression that testimonials were very bad thing$staat the
persons who received them were very bad personsl - u
today...It seems a long time ago since it first ocetito an old
President of the club, the Earl of Jersey (1867-68)
contemporary and friend, that it would be quitespale to
establish a new club for the purposes of athlgtarts, alongside
of and in friendly rivalry with elder sister sodex, the Boat
Club and the Cricket Club...I won't say that the ngub met
with opposition from the other two, but | will séyat there
might have been some rivalry and that the antagomias at all
events, delicate...Our senior critics had told us$ thaning
meant certain ruination here and | don’t know what
hereafter...And gentlemen, our practical retort was + whilst
they condemned us, we went quietly on our way, tay
pleased if cold Marston created for us warm fridmgs.. .

Nothing astonishes me more nowadays, than to take tne
long vacation, some sporting paper, $ag Fieldor Bell's Life
and to read in them the report of athletic meetinggeh have
taken place all over the country. There seems &pbet now in
every village, in every provincial town and largeetings in
connection with every centre of industry and evergortant
county district. For this rapidly increasing expand maintain
that you (the club) are and have been directlyaesible.

Athletes of all classes have looked to the actio®.t.A.C. to
guide the best tone and interest they pursuefarighis reason
that you have been as you may be again, constitutedl court
of appeal. Such an appeal was a distinct recognitiavhat |
called your supremacy, a supremacy | was alwayg zealous
to uphold as | am sure you will be also.”

A contemporary report of the 1880 ‘Varsity Matclaoeded that:

“For some unaccountable reason, the attendante #tter-
University Sports at Lilliebridge was decidedly dimathan
usual, which was more singular since the day wastifally
fine and there was every prospect of some splesybdt. This
promise was amply fulfilled as the Quarter, theeviihd the
Three Miles were well worth the long journey tongss. In the
Mile, B.R.Wise (Queen’s) had no trouble repeatirgwictory
of last year and though not the least pressuteedirnish, broke
the tape in the splendid time of 4:28. The starimthe hurdles
which fell to C.J.P Lawrence (Corpus) was even @adngn it
usually is at these sports and we cannot say rharethis. Of
course the Three Miles was a great event and &ofirtst time
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Brooks’ team of 1876
Top Row (I-to-r): A.Goodwin, M.Shearman, F.B.WealisiR.V.Surtees,
J.A.Fraser, E.L.Treffry, C.G.Steel, C.P.Lewis.
Middle Row: C.H.Hodges, M.J.Brooks, E.R.Nash, B.Ricolls,
E.C.M.Evans.
Bottom Row: C.P.Lucas, W.H.Grenfell, C.H.T.Meteal§.G.Hester,

H.S.Holme, G.E.Solly.

Dol

.....

o

O.U.A.C. team photo of 1879
Top Row (I-to-r): J.A.L.Fellowes, F.R.Benson, MARrtal, M.Shearman,
C.W.M.Kemp, B.R.Wise, G.P.C.Lawrence.
Bottom Row: H.W.Macaulay, B.H.Latter, A.F.Hills,\CGorton,
E.C.Trepplin, Hon.W.N.Bruce, D.L.Clarke, W.D.Haruoitt
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since the meeting has been established, Cambridgaged to
win it. W.W.HougH' finishing more than a hundred yards in
front of F.R.Benson (New College) and accomplishg®1.4, a
time far better than has ever previously been dgneny
University men and which as far as we remembernkasr
been beaten by any amateur except Gibb, who notdiouts
best day could have gone well inside 15 mins. TigatBlues
carried off six of the nine events.”

In 1881, Hough and Benson met again in the thrée race, the final event of the
day and the decider, with Oxford and Cambridge atving won four prior
events. Croome (Magdalen) reported of the race:

“1881 — Oxford was expected to win pretty easily too of
their certainties failed to materialise and thereamas four all
when Benson (New, Oxford) and Hough (Corpus Christi
Cambridge) came out to do battle again in the thrides. They
ran a memorable race, which caused a good deadamission;
for Hough, who was short of training and much éissed in the
last mile, bored his opponent badly in his effoot&eep the
lead, and twice knocked him out of his stride. When
incidents occurred many considered that a foulthken place,
but what happened afterwards showed that if a teahoffence
had been committed it certainly was not intentioAdtier
Benson had got by, Hough with the whole width & ttack to
himself, could not keep straight and at last rda the low bank
of the turf. He fell so exhausted that he couldgeitup.
Obviously he had run himself blind and did not knehere he
was when he got in Benson’s way.”

During the 19-year stay at Lillie Bridge, the evprbgramme remained
unchanged and at the end of this particular sefiesatches, the running score
read Oxford 11, Cambridge 12, with one match (18i&4).

Iffley Road

At this time (1887), Oxford still did not possessiader track; it is reported that
Marshall Brooks’ jump of 6ft 1/8” (1m83) at the Whersity Sports in 1876 was
performed in a swampy cricket field at MarstoBy the early 1880s, a three-lap-
to-the mile cinder path at Iffley Road was in ugetie club. The move from
Marston to Iffley Road was masterminded by the ‘slglenior treasurer Clement
Jackson.

The Iffley Road track was later described by Rdg@mnistef" as being:

“...like a cross-country course, though not as baties t
Cambridge track at Fenner’s! We did not know quitet
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happened round the bottom bend behind the long gras
runners disappeared down the nine-foot drop otdlok straight
before they climbed the hill to the finish. We otipught it
strange that a different runner often emerged finsas tired of
being told that Lovelock had run a 4:12 mile ors thiid track.”

Additionally of course, competitors ran in a clowise direction.
The Amateur Athletic Association

The year 1880 saw O.U.A.C. at the forefront ofitreguration of the Amateur
Athletic Association. The members of the club wherevprime movers in this
venture were Clement Jackson (now 33 and a tutdegford), Bernhard Wise,
21, a scholar at Queen’s and President of O.U.A&l,Montague Shearman, 22,
a graduate of St John’s and a former PresidentdfAOC., at the time reading for
the bar.

It is contemporaneously reported that the suppgo@taonbridge for the venture
was at best “.very lukewarm.” However, undeterred Jackson, Shaarand
Wise booked the banqueting hall of the RandolpteHor Saturday, April 24.
Delegates were invited from the Northern Counties.A., the Midland Counties
A.A.A. and all the main athletic and cross-courtiybs in the south. When 28
delegates arrived at the Randolph, they were haadkdft set of resolutions,
among them the definition of an amateur, which dlaglady been adopted in the
north and midlands. With Bernhard Wise as Chairarashwith a general
invitation to dinner afterwards, the Amateur AtideAssociation was
harmoniously set up.

- Page 18 -



The History of the Oxford University Athletic Club

3. 1888-1914 — The Queen’s Club Years

From 1888, the ‘Varsity Match became establishe@uden’s Club, Baron’s
Court, on the old three-laps-to-the-mile track ammained there until the
outbreak of the Great War in 1914.

During this period the programme remained unchamegedpt for the introduction
of the 880 yards in 1899, although rather oddlyas temporarily dropped from
the programme in 1902. A highlight of this periodsaprovided by Francis Cross
(New College) in the mile who achieved four consimeuwvictories, setting a new
match record in 1889 with a time of 4:23.6, only William Pollock-Hill (Keble)
to lop two seconds off that record the followin@geCross might have enjoyed
further success at the Sports had the half-mikadly been established as a
‘Varsity event; he broke the world record for itiB888, running 1:54.4.

Another world record breaker from Oxford was WesBtoe (Hertford and USA)
whose record of 46ft 6” in the shot was set in 130%ear after he won a silver
medal at the St. Louis Olympics. Walter Henderskim(ty), a contemporary of
Coe in O.U.A.C., had this to say of his team-mape&dormance at the 1902
‘Varsity Sports:

“The year was chiefly remarkable for the weighttjmgt of the
redoubtable American, W.W.Coe, who broke — nayamat
shivered into smithereens — the existing Varsitprd of 39ft 1”
made by J.H.Ware (Brasenose) in 1886. Coe beadbyhiver
4.5ft, doing 43ft 10”. | was one of the three utdoiates who
had to go through the dismal farce of appearingved him.
Coe’s turn to “put” came last of the four. We poannows had
done our paltry distance. We knew what we wer@in-f
exposure; and what he was out for - record. Thiri
advanced, hurled his massive form forward and d lodw
mingled applause and amusement greeted the aofida¢ ball
some 10ft beyond our efforts.

How hard Coe tried to teach us to put the weigl@dbrd! He
would frown and ponder; puzzled at our inabilitgdathen,
seizing the shot, would stand still, saying, “Seesthow!” and
without taking any run, toss the thing 2ft aheadwf furthest
marks.”

In the 1905 match, Charles Henderson-Hamilton (@#ifurther reduced the mile
record to 4:17.8, a performance which withstooasa#aults, including those of
Jack Lovelock (Exeter and New Zealand), until Rdg@nnister’s (Exeter) third
win in 1949. The middle distances were becomingwered as an area of Oxford
strength, a feature of the club that has only veariorced with time.

Patrick Stormonth-Darling (New College), presideh©.U.A.C. in 1909 and
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twice winner of the Varsity 880 yards, commentech@initiation to the club and
introduction to another exceptional half-miler, Keth Cornwallis (University):

“I shall always remember my first introduction tinlatics at
Oxford, as it was a somewhat painful one. | hag belen up a
few days and had all the freshmen’s awe of Bluesraturally |
felt much honoured when | received a note fromséhaetary of
the O.U.A.C. asking me to go down to the runningugid to
meet the president, K.Cornwallis. | remember Cothsvavas
most kind, but asked me to change and do a lapifioto see.
Quite untrained, | tore round one lap and immedjdiad a bad
attack of cramp; however, Cornwallis said, “Thall @o, you
must get into training.” Oxford were very luckyhlave such a
fine president as Cornwallis for two years (1908)Q). His
keenness and wonderful running did athletics ab@kan
immense amount of good. Every devotee of any fdrsport
always has his own particular idol or idols. | hawany idols
amongst runners, but | do not hesitate to sayGoatwallis and
Catol were far and away the two finest runners | hawar seen.
Cornwallis was 6ft 3” in height and was beautifuiyade;
possessed of a great raking stride, he coveregrthnd in a
wonderful way and unlike many very tall runnersthaery
little roll. There was no more disheartening sitjiain to see
Cornwallis’s back in a race, when one was runnugrast him.
| remember watching that back for three-quarterhefdistance
in the half-mile in the Oxford Sports of 1906. ¢esned to
become more and more relentless until it finallyefd from my
blurred vision. His record for the Inter-Varsitylhmile of
1:54.8, which he did in 1904, is likely to stand foany a dal;
He also holds the record of being the only runnieo Wwas won
the half and quarter on the same day in the Inensiy
Sport$'.”

1912 Olympic Games and Oxford’s first gold medal

In light of Oxford’s talented middle distance ateke of this period and with
hindsight of the successes that were to come fer ¢generations of Dark Blue
milers, it seems somewhat appropriate that theé<first Olympic Champion
achieved his gold in the blue riband event. Arr@lbde-Jackson (Brasenose)
arrived at Oxford in 1910 and two years later, loavthe mile in the “Varsity
Sports with a confident and well-executed race b@making the tape, he was
embraced by his proud uncle, Clement Jackson, tbeAC. Blue who had by
now served the club as Senior Treasurer and caacirhost half a century.

Later that year, at Stockholm, he won the greatese, beating the Americans
Abel Kiviat and Norman Tabg&rwho was to go up to St. John’s as a Rhodes
Scholar in 1913, by a matter of yards in the run-in
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The start of a mile race at the Inter-‘Varsity Spat Queen’s Club in the
early 1900s.
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The impressive stture - Knneh Cornwallis (Ursug), three
time winner of the Varsity 880 yards (1904—-1906) ance winner
of the Varsity 440 yards (1906).
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Left: Wesley Coe (Balliol) in the
shot.

Below: Arnold Strode-Jackson
(Brasenose) pictured winning the
1500m at the 1912 Stockholm
Olympics by one tenth of a
second. His time of 3:56.8 was an
Olympic record.
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Clement Jackson congratulates his nephew, Arno@i&tJackson, on winning
the mile at the 1912 ‘Varsity Sports.

Charles Burgess Fry as depicted
by Spy as “Oxford Athletics” in
Vanity Fair.

-.I,.F
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Above left: Fry’'s world-record-
equalling leap of 23ft 6.5”
(7m17) in 1892.

Left: Relaxing at home in later
life.



The History of the Oxford University Athletic Club

Charles Burgess Fry

In addition to these middle distance successesghadoint of Oxford athletics
during this period was provided by Charles Fry (Wead), who won the long
jump from 1892 to 1894, setting a new ‘Varsity netm 1892 with 23ft 5”
(7m13) which was only inferior to his performanexan days earlier of 23ft 6.5”
(7m17) at the Iffley Road track, this mark equdajlthe world record.

Charles Fry is regarded as one the world’s greatestall-round sportsmen; in
addition to his success in athletics, Fry was #rmational cricketer and
footballer, captaining all three sports within gmar of his time at Oxford. He
also narrowly missed out on a rugby Blue due toringnd played in the 1902
F.A. Cup Final for Southampton.

His busy career included standing for parliamerd ageral three times,
commanding a naval training school, being a magaeditor and writer of
numerous books on cricket, spending a short penidétbllywood and acting as a
delegate to the League of Nations.

Contemporaneous reports of Oxford athletics in 1&2@ as follows:

“The University Sports at Oxford and Cambridges tyear
produced three very fine achievements, one of tladsplutely
phenomenal. This was the clearing of 23ft 6.5’hia kong jump
by the Oxford athlete C.B.Fry. It was feared thatdtudies
would prevent him obtaining sufficient practisesttable him to
improve his 23ft 5” of last year, but he has sudegkin spite of
drawbacks, in tying with the amateur record ofwueld, the
prestigious distance which had previously beenretbay an
American athlete, C.S.Reber. With the same attentioich
American athletes pay to practise in their pardcmhétier, Fry
may well aim to have the record all to himself sarag.
Looking forward to the Inter-Varsity Sports, Cantdge will
have two certainties in the mile and three miles$ @xford two
in the long jump and hammer throwing, G.S.Robertson
(Exeter) 110ft-odd being better than has been dbegher
University for some years. If Monypenny cannot\getl
enough to represent Cambridge in the quarter mhiéx
Ramsbotham (Exeter) might win it for Oxford. Thaert four
events present a very open character, so the rgestthe two
Universities at the Queen’s Club on the day afterlioat race,
promises to be close and also to provide someesagllent
performances.”

The full record of the long jumping performance®B.Fry at the Oxford
University Sports of 1892 has not been publishddreehowever, the details
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were kept by one of the judges who officiated andhcasion and are reproduced
here.

Each jumper had four jumps. Fry as winner, beihgnadd a fifth in order that he
might, if possible, surpass any previous effors fitist four jumps were as
follows: 21ft 8” (6m60), 22ft 2” (6m76), 23ft 6.47m17), and 21ft 10” (6mM65).
The extra jump was 22ft 3” (6m78). Thus, the averafjthe five jumps was 22ft
3.5” (6m79). The long jump competition at the Spavas remarkable aside from
Fry’'s record. There were four competitors and efttlielve jumps that qualified
for measurement, not one was under 21ft (6m40)h &ueat had never before
occurred at a university meeting.

Of his own performance, Fry said:

“The best long jump from toe mark to heel | made &éft 2"
but | took off 9 inches before the board. In thdags, the taking
off board in the long jump was fixed with the brdadf the
board vertical and the upper edge flush with thelkdr There was
a sheer drop into a little trench about 5 inchespdan the far
side of the take off, so if one overstepped bywptmof inches,
one took a severe header into the pit. Nowaday3d[lthe
whitewashed taking off board is twice as broad ass, is flush
with the surface on both sides so that the junmpeygh his
jump does not count if he oversteps the mark, lo#simy to fear
in the way of an accident. But even allowing fasth think that
the modern method of long jumping, called the hkak, is
technically superior. The new method amounts tanaimto the
air, rather than a pure jump, such as one wouldawskear a
ditch if chased by a bull.

Really the most interesting thing about my suddamp linto
notoriety at Oxford, was that before | discovereduild do it,
thereby surprising myself, we had four other lomgpers who
could clear, like me, about 21ft. One of them, Wakley, the
famous international Association fullback, anotivais
G.J.Mordaunt, the cricketer who played for Kent #mel
gentleman, and a third H.M.Taberer, who playedketi¢or
Essex.

My housemaster (at Repton) Mr Forman, was the co&ch |
ever had in athletics and that on only one occasime
afternoon he happened to be crossing the schodbp&advhen |
was practising the long jump on the rough turf iato
elementary pit. He stopped for a few minutes, totd! did not
jump high enough, took off his black mackintosh amable a
heap of it between the take-off and the pit. Thekmdosh
frightened me into jumping much higher. That waes dnly
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piece of coaching | ever remember receiving ineditts in the
whole of my career. It is rather interesting thatal Oxford
when | jumped over 23ft and did a world recordséd to be
well over 5ft in the air in a human ball at the pead my
parabola. No doubt | saw a ghostly mackintosh amtembered
Mr Foreman’s vibrant voice.”

Fry's world record performance was, however, ndhaut a considerable degree
of controversy. His jump of 23ft 6%2" (7m17) equdlidne world record set by the
American Charles Reber and as a result occasiar@dcomment in the United
States thaHarper’'s Weeklysent their athletic editor Caspar Whitney to Endla
with instructions to study English amateur sport.

Whitney was patrticularly interested in the circuamgtes of Fry’s performance,
and of the recent (July 6.894) match between Oxford and Yale, of which more
later. Of the Fry controversy, Whitney had this&y:

“It would appear from these facts (a discussiothefmechanics
of landing in the long jump) that all American red® at running
broad jump are really of several inches more véiaa English
records of the same announced length, and thatrR&ti#t

6Y%2", and Goff's 23ft 6”7, are actually several inshgetter than
Fry's 23ft 6%".

Or the difference might be stated in another wdne English
record, 23ft 62", if measured by American rulesulgdchave
been about 23ft 1” or 23ft 2”; while the Americatord 23ft
6v%", if measured by English rules, would be 23ft @d 24ft.

We shall await with interest English comment ors¢the
statements.”

In reply, the London magazirastimecommented:

“Mr Caspar W Whitney...has recently published soamarks
on the measurement of our competitions. In thé filace he
draws attention to the using of a linen tape irnttefaa steel
tape. But his more serious contention is that tbasurements
from the scratch-line are taken, not to the fiistudbance in the
soil, but to the ‘final impression of the last He8luch a notion
as this is quite incompatible with A.A.A. laws.

However true the last remark may be, there is resgon that
all good judges in long-jump performances are aeiare that
the measurement should be made to the nearestdistie

made in the earth by the foot, and the words “é@r@st heel-
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mark’ are surely thus understood.”
A further reply to Whitney’s comments was publisheadier thenom de plume
“Vanderdecken”, who observed:

“Speaking for myself, the result of my inquiriessimply that
Mr Whitney is a bad observer. Neither in the cds€.8.Fry
(whose claims to a record are ridiculed) nor anyalse is the
final heel-mark taken, but the spot where the faling away of
earth is observed. This is not necessarily the spete the first
contact of the last heel with the earth has takaocep | have it
from one of the judges who measured Fry’s recomapjof 23ft
6v%", that the first mark made by the heel was dné@® most
clearly defined he had ever seen, and that the fhdges were
unanimous in assigning the position of the firgtdb.”
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4. 1894 - The first International Match

July 16" 1894 saw another Oxford athletic first, on thisasion the first
international athletics meeting, with the visit\adle to the Queen’s Club. The
match was held over nine events, the only charaa the ‘Varsity Match
programme being the replacement of the three rhoyebe 880 yards. Oxford

won the 100 yards, 440 yards, 880 yards, 1 milel®@t@dyards hurdles and shared
the high jump, thus winning by 5% events to 3%, améecond places winning 5
to 4. As Whitney commented, “Oxford won the dayitsrmerit.” However, not

all of Whitney’s comments were favourable to theo@ans; rather he continued
in the same critical vein he had employed whenudising C.B.Fry’'s long jump
world record:

“I was amused by the pistol of the Oxford starvelnjch is a
muzzle-loading affair, rivalling the college buigjs in
antiquity, and when exploded sounded like a hugeaa fire-
cracker. The men as a rule adopt the standing ktarbk |
observed only one who started from his hands aeé%rand he
did not get the advantage that is supposed to getothat style
of getting off the mark. The hurdling and hurdles eather more
primitive than ours, and driven into the grounde Hame
criticism applies to the average high-jumping fothe
measuring of which but particularly of the broathpy |
consider faulty.”

For all this, the Oxford-Yale match representeditéginning of the Oxford-
Cambridge versus lvy League Universities serieso@be commented on the
success of the first meeting:

“It is believed that the visitors enjoyed theirysta Oxford. At
any rate, on a perfect summer night, after the teadhdined in
Magdalen with some athletic members of the Sen@n@on
Room, the party went for a stroll in the deer pamki fell on
silence under the influence of that uniquely béalsipot. At
last one, looking up at the immemorial elms andiassg a
drawl which he seldom used, said, “Waal! | s’poseuldbe
happier.”

Walter Henderson (Trinity), winner of the ‘VarsBports high jump in 1900,
supplied the following notes on the first joint ©xfi-Cambridge tour to the US,
that took place in 1901:

“It was in August of this year that the O.U.A.Cda@.U.A.C.
joined forces and crossed the Atlantic to do battjainst M'Gill
and Toronto Universities and against Harvard anié Madmit
that | blessed the luck that had made me a menilike ©xford
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team this year, for such visits, on the part ofEnglish
universities at least, resemble those of angles: those early
experiences crowd back upon the mind! The arriv&laston,
the delightful ebullience of the American presswis nippy
little personal pars that pleasantly titillate ggwist in us all and
its headlines that hit you in the eye, ere theylgbe (young)
hand diving in the pocket for the coin that makes master of
all this hectic splendour: the sparkle and theggliand the
novelty suddenly presented to the eyes of an ueltea/boy of
twenty-one, who feels, with the secret glow of yotltat he is
the very deuce of a fellow.”

Henderson also commented on the differences betthedBritish and American
teams:

“Some lessons of the tour — perhaps the chief isgioa |
carried away with me was one of appreciation of the
thoroughness of the training of the Americans wideed, if
their press is to be relied upon as voicing thpinmns, were
surprised at what they considered our lack of nethad of the
depression, sometimes, as | think, too extremeghwisi apt to
overtake them at a defeat. | append an extrach@fd their
papers: “There has been the best of feeling betweewisitors
and the visited. The Oxonians and the Cantabsaoé g
sportsmen and good fellows. They don’t think theld/cs
coming to an end when they are beaten.”

Many O.U.A.C. and C.U.A.C. cracks were presenhatfirst Olympics of the
modern era, held in Athens in 1896, for which GitlRobertson, the old Oxonian
Blue was asked to write a Greek ode to celebraeticasion. After 1904, the
American matches were temporarily put on hold v@ttford and Cambridge
declining negotiations for another internationasfe until such time that true
amateur status was recognised by those acrosgitrdié

The ‘Varsity Sports at the end of the nineteenttioy

An account of the matches at the Queen’s Club duhe early 1900s reports that
they were:

“...decided annually at Queen’s on or about the ddii®boat-
race. The winners are called the first string awkive a full
Blue; the second form the second string and receivalf-blue,
the difference being that the first may wear a loap and jacket
whereas the halves have only the blue trimmingheir shirt
and running breeches.
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The team is generally selected about three wedksetne
contest and once chosen, settle down to more setriaining,
usually going to the sea for the final ten dayprefparation.”

The year 1898 saw O.U.A.C. and the ‘Varsity Matelodime part of the
mainstream news withihe Sportsman’s Yearbookthat year commenting:

“Amongst general topics of interest may be mentibtiat
hardy annual, the programme of the Oxford and Catger
sports. Once again, the hammer and weight wersubject of
discussion and this time matters advanced somdatiaer
than usual. The final decision has not yet beenenpadblic, but
an animated discussion arose in the columns diglt the
general feeling of the correspondents being styomgiavour
of the present programme. The most satisfactonyfeaf the
debate was the general opinion that the spectaishes
should not be allowed to influence to any greateitthe
action of the executive. The Varsity Sports attlea® not
dependent on the gate for their existence anduidvioe the
height of folly to make an unwise change for teedfit of a
company of whom so large a proportion come to Qsi€dab
with the intention of seeing a good deal besidekfats and in
fact, seem to look at the contents themselvesrastbing of a
weariness.

That the half mile would be an attraction and adg@axe goes
without saying, but perhaps the governing bodiesldvbe
wise to let will alone.”

The following poignant remarks from C.B.Fry, deberthe magic conjured up by
the annual ‘Varsity Match, which distinguishespaa from other athletic
competition:

“Oxford and Cambridge athletics were about the améyance of
team athletics. That was why so many Varsity adisleiropped
the pursuit after going down. Athletic sports megs, whether
in London or the provinces, brought out the indiad
champions, but they were simply competitions on an
individualistic basis. There was no social side aode of the
comradeship which makes University track athles@s
delightful.”

The same point is often made today.
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{ Left: The original programme from the
world’s first international match of
Athletic Sports in 1894.

Below: The 120 yards high hurdles at
the Varsity Match of 1893. The result
was a dead heat between Henry Gedge
and Edward Collis, both of Keble and
Oxford.
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The finish of the Quarter Mile in the 1901 ‘VarsByports, a win for Lionel
Cornish (Lincoln) in 52.8 seconds. Sheffield NeéMagdalen) was third.
Portrait by Allan Stewart.
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Portraits of Oxford Blues
(by George M. Sullivan,
from top left):

Andrew Brown(Oriel),
winner of the Varsity three
miles in 1909;

Laurie Andersor(Trinity),
President of O.U.A.C. in
1911, winner of the Varsity
120 yards hurdles in 1909,
British record holder over
the high hurdles and world
record holder over the 440
yard hurdles (56.8s set in
1910);

Algernon Cator(Keble)
winner of the three miles in
1910;

John WorsleyMagdalen)
cross-country Blue in 1908
and 1909;

Lawrence Hull(Brasenose)
President of O.U.A.C. in
1909, winner of 100 yards
and 440 yards in the 1909
Varsity Sports;

Norman HallowgKeble),
winner of the three miles from 1906—08 and do@lmpic bronze medalist;
andGeorge PutnaniChrist Church), winner of the hammer in the spoit1910
and 1911, setting a ‘Varsity record in 1911 of 1583f a record which stood until
1983 due to the event being removed from the “Wapiogramme from 1922
until 1975.
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Above: Paul Young (Oriel) wins the Ion jum agrhjump double for the
second year in succession at the 1907 ‘VarsitytSpHlis high jump provides an
excellent example of the then orthodox style, tAmérican Roll.”

Below left: The Chavasse twins, Noel and Christogheth Trinity). They went
on to represent Great Britain in the London Olyre@€ 1908 (in the 400 metres).
Christopher later became Bishop of Rochester. Maslkilled as a young man
when serving as a medical officer in the First WoNar. He was the only British
soldier to be awarded the Victoria Cross twice.

Below right: The Chavasse twins competing togetméne 100 yards in the
‘Varsity Sports of 1907. Noel, who is furthest rigand Ken Macleod (Pembroke,
Cambridge, second from right) dead-heated in a tifid.5s. Christopher won
the 440 yards in 50.6s.
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The athletics scene at Oxford and Cambridge in 18&6described bBailey’s
Magazine of Sports and Pastimes

“Athletics are now in full swing at both Fennersiahe Hertford
College groundreparatory to the respective University Sports
and the Inter-Varsity Sports, now definitely fixtedt March 27"

at the Queen’s Club. Some fine performances haeady been
put on record and most of the Old Blues are evligeytting

very fit. Gone alas are Messrs Scott, Fry, Robaredo, yet a
goodly few veterans remain on either side readyesugkr for

the fray.

J.M.Freemantle (Hertford) the Etonian crack is eidkx
acquisition to the Oxford ranks and bids fair teatithe distance
exploits of such champions as Messrs F.T.Cro#é Pollock-
Hill etc, in the near future. Other promising newo's are
Messrs Garnier, Stevenson, Goddard and Railes.

Coming events cast their shadows before and a®#udt of
close observation, we fancy the mile, three mileslles, high
and long jumps will go to Oxford with the hundreatrgs an
open question. Anyway, we plump for the dark Blieewin the
odd event with a good deal of confidence.”

The outbreak of the Great War in August 1914 teraplyrbrought to an end the

series of ‘Varsity Matches at Queen’s Club, with thnning match score standing
at Oxford 22, Cambridge 25, with 4 ties.
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5. 1920-29 — Chariots of Fire

In March 1920, after a break of six years due &@neat War, the ‘Varsity Match
resumed at the Queen’s Club, which now had a faps-to-the-mile track,
although still not of a standard shape. The matshlited in a win for Oxford by
5% events to 4% with Bevil Rudd (Trinity and Soifinica) winning the 880
yards, and dead heating in the 440 yards with QuiieB(Trinity, Cambridge),
who was later to become the IAAF official photodrap

In 1920, the tradition of the ‘Varsity Match teatraining at Brighton for the
week before the match was resurrected. In latesyéas practice had to be
abandoned due to lack of funds.

No sooner were the 1920 Sports over than Bevil Raldhg with Arnold Strode-

Jackson organised a small joint Oxford and Camlertégm to visit America, and
to compete in the Penn Relays. The combined teaoesded in winning the two
mile (4 x 880 yards) in the world record time o5G.4.

A somewhat unusual event occurred in Oxford sheaftigr their return from
Philadelphia. The late Lord Birkenhéathe then Lord High Chancellor of Great
Britain, challenged one of the team to a post-piendce around Tom Quad. The
track was to be the carriage way, which is almgat#y 220 yards round. His
Lordship volunteered to run four circuits before bpponent achieved eight.
Needless to say, he won easily, hardly surprisgige@en if his opponent had run
a 4:30 mile, he would have had to average lesshaph to effect a dead heat.

As a result of discussions during the Penn Relaysther international match
took place at Queen’s Club on Juf{) 8920, when Princeton defeated Oxford by 6
events to 4.

‘Varsity Relays

1920 also saw the start of the ‘Varsity Relayshwlite Light Blues winning the
first match by 4 events to 1. An annual Inter-Cgikée Relays Cup had already
been established at Oxford (in 1910). Rather tlaarying a baton, each college
brought along a small flag, presumably of theiloco$, which was passed from
runner to runner.

Rex Salisbury-Woods (Downing), the Cambridge Blod &reat Britain
International in the shot, had this to say of tarSity Relays in his biography,
Cambridge Doctar

“These relays, held in alternate years at Oxfor@ambridge,
have continued ever since, although the seriegowasbited for
good after the riotous return of an Oxford tearthe 1920s. For
some reason | have never discovered, Oxford men seéake

- Page 37 -



The History of the Oxford University Athletic Club

more readily to destruction in their celebrationd an this
occasion, they smashed the glass window of a dicemdpefore
leaving Cambridge and on the way to Oxford, coracetivo
compartments into one saloon, and nearly brainedtétchley
station-master with a beer bottle.

Having dealt with individual offenders, the Oxfgstbctors
banned the Relays. This seemed a pity and mosir tiofa
Cambridge men, so when the dust had settled, updesl my
opposite number in the O.U.A.C., T.D.Weldon, theiSeTutor
of Magdalen, to intercede and this he did so sisfakbg that the
ban was lifted.”

Involved with Rex Salisbury-Woods in the settingafghe ‘Varsity Relays were
amongst others, Philip Noel-Baker (King’s) of Camdge and Bevil Rudd, the
South African Rhodes Scholar. The resulting firseting took place at Fenner’'s
on December'31920. The Rt. Hon. William Milligan (Universityyyriting in the
early days of the Achilles Club Modern Athleticssays:

“The preliminary organisation seems to have beéicdlt as |
have before me a telegram from the Secretary ofACQJ
saying, “having sleepless nights while awaiting rydecision
December 8 or cancel every moment precious.”

| note for comparison with present day figures,tthrees and the
events at this inaugural meeting:

4 x 220yards 1:32
4 x 440yards 3:28
4 x 880yards 8:21.4
4 x 1mile 18:27.6

4 x 120yards hurdles (shuttle) 1:07.4

The public’s first reaction to relay racing washeat cautious but
time has shown that such meetings can and oftgmalade
much excellent and exciting racing. From the commest point
of view, relay racing in a December fog has itadisantages,
but the feeling is very nice when it’s all over.”

In 1926, a 4 x 100 yards shuttle relay and a 4&y&0ds low hurdles (also run as
a shuttle race on a 220 yard straight) were adul#uet programme. The following
year, the 4 x 100 yards shuttle was convertedctanéinuous 4 x 100 yard relay,
until 1948, when it was replaced by the standaxdl40 yard relay.

In 1970, the relays came into line with internaéibathletics by being run over
metric distances. The 4 x 1 mile was replaced byltlx 1600 meters, presumably
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as a simple expedient. This somewhat odd relay ln@agever, replaced in 1989
by the 4 x 1500m.

With the advent of ladies’ athletics in 1975, thigimal relays chosen were the 4
x100m, 3 x 800m and a medley relay with the stéagésg 200, 600, 1200 and
400 metres respectively. The current six ladielgiyehave only been in operation
together since 1999.

Salisbury-Woods continued to discuss the ‘Varsigtéh saying:

“An important change in the Sports programme dfét1, was
the introduction of the pole vault and the 220 gdndrdles and
the removal at Oxford’s request, of the hammet,\yigen
M.C.Nokes of Oxford had beaten the British recortha throw
of 170ft. There was also talk about changing tlegisg but the
method continued to be by first places until 193&wthe
points system was introduced. By this, the firseéhplaces all
counted. We had tried it in our combined meets Wi#nvard-
Yale and Princeton-Cornell because the Americadsafr@ady
adopted it, but our conversion was slow. We hadgvgrap in the
tradition of using our second string simply as eepanaker, who
need not necessarily finish, once he had donehisf nursing
his first string to win. However, it is now (196@¢nerally
agreed that the points afford the fairest estiméateteam’s total
strength.”

Despite the removal of the hammer from the ‘Varpitygramme, Malcolm Nokes
(Magdalen), the last winner of the ‘Varsity evamtl®21, went on to win the
bronze medal for Great Britain at the Paris Olyrapic1924. For the 1923 match
the pole vault was added to the programme.

1923 saw O.U.A.C. embark on a tour of South Afrdeere the club competed
against the University of South Africa, both joindnd also severally. In an effort
to minimize the inevitable financial loss of thgfrthe team sought permission to
challenge South Africa and a magnificent meetingoftannesburg set the
guarantors’ minds at rest. The meeting was he#hatltitude of approximately
6,000ft above sea-level, greatly affecting the anance of the visiting team.

Whilst performances in events up to and includmg440 yards improved, those
competing in the longer events suffered.

Bevil Rudd
Bevil Rudd went up to Oxford in 1913. As a freshima@won a Blue in the

guarter-mile, equalling the O.U.A.C. record in firecess, before serving in the
war. On returning to Oxford, he was President &f. @.C. for two years
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Left: The film, Chariots of Fire
which gave a vivid depiction of
Oxbridge athletics in the 1920s.

Below: Oxford athletes at the pre-
‘Varsity training trip to Preston Park,
Brighton, in 1925.
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(1920-21) and captained the Oxford and Cambridigg team that broke the
world record for the 4 x 880 yards relay in Americd920. At the VIf'Olympiad
in Antwerp in 1920, he won the gold medal in th@@Q silver in the 4 x 400m
relay and the bronze in the 800m.

In the introduction tdthletics he commented that he:

“...belonged primarily to the pre-war era, whennirgg at the
universities was essentially casual, and compatitery
occasional. We conformed to a traditional trainsiggedule,
which while it kept us fit, in no way tested oudividual
abilities or polished our style. A faulty action sueegarded as a
fascinating idiosyncrasy and misplaced energy agheas a
sign of guts. Elongated striding was cultivatedhie belief that
the fewer strides taken in a race, the less engagyexpended
and there was certainly more vigour than finessaltour field
event activities. Senior members were very helptilas a rule,
they too lacked sound experience. We did howe\are lthat
grand old man, C.N.Jackson, to curb our excessg@icken
our resolution and | had the good fortune to b@xbrd when
his nephew Arnold Strode-Jackson was presideriteof t
0O.U.A.C.. He had pioneered the first Oxford and Gadye
Olympic victory by winning the 1500m at Stockholm.

The American Rhodes Scholars were more patienttardugh
than we were. But when they failed to do as weldnnEnglish
match as they had done in an American June, instead
ascribing their comparative failure to the harsange of
climate, we put it down to a too fussy preparatidnd the sweat
suits they wore when warming up on cold days wemee a
sign of bodily delicacy and aesthetic indelicacy.

All the same we were, | think, more constructivartian earlier
generation of athletes. After the war we becamelhnmacre
guestioning and experimental. All our energies were
concentrated on the Oxford and Cambridge Sportboblpwas
particularly encouraged to enter for the A.A.A. @imonship,
or other big meetings and very few did. Hardly amg/o
continued his athletic career after he had gonendow

Rudd later paid fulsome tribute to his years atddkfduring which time he was
able to train at optimal times, unburdened by theands of having to earn a
living, a privilege denied to many of his intermatal competitors.
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Left: A sketch of Bevil Rudd
demonstrating “a perfect quarter mile
action.”

Below: George Trowbridge (Trinity)
winning the 120 yard high hurdles in the
1921 ‘Varsity Sports (portrait by
E.G.Oakdale).
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The*Varsity Sports in the 1920s

The ‘Varsity Match was held at the Queen’s Clulluhe track yielded to tennis
courts in 1928, with Oxford winning in 1923 and 5%nhd there being exciting
ties in 1921 and 1924. During this period, the @dfstar was Arthur Porritt
(Magdalen & New Zealand), who in 1924 won the beonmedal in the 100m at
the Paris Olympic Games, two places behind thenlégiey Harold Abrahams
(Gonville and Caius), who was immortalized in Hudindson’s film,Chariots of
Fire.

Porritt equalled the gold medallist’s ‘Varsity Mhatoecord for the 100 yards in
1925 with a time of 10.0s, reducing this to 9.3sftbllowing year. He went on to
become the Governor of New Zealand and Surgeonr@leinghe Queen.

Other Oxford athletes at the 1924 Games includdtdawii Stevenson (Balliol and
USA), who won a gold medal in the 1600m relay, hgwon the 440 yards in the
1925 ‘Varsity match; Don Johnson (Balliol and Camjadhe winner of the 440
yards in the 1924 ‘Varsity Match who finished fdum both the 400m and the
1600m relay; Bayes Norton (University and USA), vimished fifth in the

200m; Evelyn Montague (Magdalen), who had won thesity three miles in
1920 and 1924, who finished sixth in the 3000m@tamhase; and Chris
Mackintosh (University), the “Varsity high jump wigr in 1923 and 1924.

By the time of leaving Queen’s Club in 1928 theesescore was Oxford 25,
Cambridge 29 with 6 ties.
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6. 1929-39 — “Come on Jack!”

1930 saw the Golden Jubilee of the A.A.A., an orggtion whose existence owed
a great deal to the influence of O.U.A.C.. To cedébthis anniversary, the

A.A.A. publishedFifty Years of Progress: 1880-198hich in an overview of
athletics in the schools and universities, hadaliewing to say of O.U.A.C. and
C.U.AC.:

“The foundation of the Achilles Club marked theengtry of
Oxford and Cambridge athletes in large numbersapen
competition, both at home and abroad and at the two
universities, many innovations. The inter-collegstem of
sports meeting, based on a combination of leagdé&aock-out
bases at Oxford, was revitalised and Inter-Colledgy races
were developed. The Oxford-Cambridge relay races we
founded in 1920 and are held every December at @aiviersity
in turn and the Inter-Varsity Sports programme veassed. The
ten events which had stood since 1903, namely44m, 880,
mile, 3 miles, high hurdles, high and long jumpsjgit and
hammer, were changing, the hammer going out angddlee
jump and 220yards low hurdles coming in. And peshapa
sequel to the transference of Anglo-American matdhem
Queen’s Club to Stanford Bridge, the Varsity Spatt® moved
there in 1929.”

With the demise of the Queen’s Club as an athlegesie, the ‘Varsity Match
moved to Stamford Bridgéor the years 1929-31, with Cambridge winningodll
them. During this period only the mile through yeZornes (Corpus Christi),
John Pumprey (New Collede) the three miles, and the high jump through €oli
Gordon (Christ Church) provided any tangible DatkeBsuccess. When the
sports left Stamford Bridge the running match saboed at Oxford 25,
Cambridge 32 with 6 ties.

The O.U.A.C. Minute Book of this time reveals tkia ‘Varsity Sports of 1931
were the first in which the Oxford athletes welewed to compete in vests. The
president, Henry Townsend (Brasenose) commentéullaws:

“After much trouble, we at last on the morning loé¢ tSports got
the A.A.A. to grant us permission to wear sleeweiessts. The
new vests had a cold inauguration, which was notigor them.
But they are more healthy, more comfortable ané lostter;
although one rather missed the blue trimmed sletves

In 1932, the ‘Varsity Match moved to its seventinwe, this time to Britain’s
premier athletics stadium - albeit shared with goeynd racing - the White City,
home of the 1908 Olympics. There, Cambridge reabtteir seventh successive
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victory by 6 events to 5.

Following the ‘Varsity Sports, Oxford entered artefor the University Athletic
Union Championshigsfor the first time. The result was rather conalesi
President Cornes’ report of the match reads asvist|

“For the first time this year, Oxford and Cambridgeered for
the U.A.U Championships at Motspur Park, on Ma¥ aad
21*. These Championships, which have been held sit®, 1
now number among their contestants, representativesarly
all the provincial universities and those of ScodaWales and
Ireland, as well as those of London University. @gfdid not
field a fully representative team, owing to thegexicies of
schools etc. Yet we did the other universitieshtberour of
sending as strong a team as we could under thencstances,
with the result that we won rather easily. Nextryeavill
obviously be advisable to use the meeting morechsss
rehearsal for the young runners who may be caletbu
compete against Cambridge in 1934.”

The final team result saw Oxford win with 91 pojritendon second with 52.5
points and Cambridge third with 50 points.

Tom Hampson

The 1932 Olympic Games at Los Angeles brought sscfoer O.U.A.C.,
particularly in the middle distances. Tom Hampséh Catherine’s Society) won
gold in the 800m in a new world record, the fountimsecutive win in the event
for Britain. Hampson also won a silver medal wlik telay team.

O.U.A.C. had three contestants in the 1500m fitliae:young Jack Lovelock
(Exeter), representing New Zealand, finished sdvdPen Hallowell (Balliol)
finished a place ahead for the USA; and Jerry Go(@erpus Christi), having led
for most of the race, eventually took silver afteing overhauled in a dramatic
finish by the Italian, Luigi Beccali. The finishimgpsitions of the friends Lovelock
and Cornes were almost reversed at the Berlin Qlygnpour year later. Roger
Harper, later to be responsible for the instigatod development of the A.A.A’s
coaching scheme, competed for Great Britain inltt@m hurdles.

Tom Hampson had only run as a second string irMaiesity Sports of 1929, it
being his last year at the university. He did, heeveshow phenomenal
improvement during the following summer, winning tirst of three consecutive
national titles over 800m, his first establishingeav national record of 1:53.2.

He consolidated his improvement with an unbeatengsof races when
representing Oxford and Cambridge on the Americaur TIin the summer of
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1932, after recording his third A.A.A. win, Hampsaent on to win the Empire
Games title in Canada in a time of 1:52.4, a peakbest and a Canadian all-
comers record. His Olympic victory in Los Angelesablished an astonishing
new world record of 1:49.8, with his becoming thretfman ever to break the 1:50
barrier.

Jack Lovelock

In 1933, Oxford succeeded in breaking the Cambrrdgeof ‘Varsity wins by
taking 8 events to Cambridge’s 3. For this suc@edsrd was in debt to overseas
students, in particular Charles Stanwood (Univeritd USA) for winning both
the 120 yards hurdles, 220 yards hurdles and titejbmp. His colleague, Pen
Hallowell, won the 880 yards and Jack Lovelock e mile for the second year
in succession.

1934 saw Oxford win again, this time by 7 eventd.tds with 1933, Stanwood
completed a triple victory in the hurdles and higimp, with Hallowell setting a
new match record for the 880 yards of 1:54.2, aul lL.ovelock winning the mile
for the third consecutive time.

The next three ‘Varsity Matches saw wins for Carmidpei, in 1935 by 7 events to
4;in 1936 by 8 events to 3; and in 1937, overwliedy, by 9 events to 2.
Despite these reverses, Oxford still produced antihg athletes, in particular
Sandy Duncan (New College), who won the 100 yard9B5, and Alan
Pennington (Hertford), the winner of the same eweri936.

The 1936 Berlin Olympic Games saw Jack Lovelock thengold medal in the
1500m whilst wearing the all-black of New Zealanithwierry Cornes finishing
sixth. Alan Pennington competed in the 100m and2@60d the sprint relay for
Great Britain, whilst Ashleigh Pilbrow (Queen’d)etwinner of the ‘Varsity 120
yards hurdles in 1935, competed in the 110m hurtiefge Sivertsen (Wadham),
who was to win the shot for Oxford in the 1939 ‘Siy Match, competed for
Norway in the Discus.

Frederick Webster commented on the arrival of Jawlelock at Oxford, saying:

“Cornes was honorary secretary of O.U.A.C. anddleghdy
won the Inter-Varsity mile twice when Jack LovelaifkOtago
University, New Zealand went up to Oxford in thé & 1931
as a Rhodes. Lovelock was already an athlete dooter of
some note. On October301931, he signalised his arrival at
Oxford by winning the freshmen’s mile at the IfflRyg track by
60 yards in 4:37.6. On November™ There was a significant
happening with Jerry Cornes returning 4:22 for ke nahipping
0.6 seconds of A.N.S Jackson’s track record arsdidoing,
defeating Lovelock by 12 yards. A fortnight lateovelock, for
the first time in England, gave evidence of thagement and
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cool courage which were to carry him to the higlinestours on
the running track before he hung up his spikesHerast time.
The 4 x 1 mile relay was likely to be a close thihgt year, for
both Cornes and F.T.Horan, the honorary secretfa@yw.A.C.,
were great middle distance runners and both welle we
supported. In the race, Lovelock, who had beenmgaveead of
10 yards, was passed with 400 yards still to garimoring with
good judgement, he kept his head and his placertd sff
Cornes with a 15 yard advantage over Horan initied mile.”

Indeed, that fast, efficient mile, ending with asthing burst of speed, made
spectators open their eyes; Oxford had obviousiyiaed a miler of rare
potential, and the athletic club now boasted twaoepxional ones.

In the summer of 1932, Lovelock suddenly sprang wrld fame, the occasion
being the annual match between O.U.A.C. and theA.At proved an
opportunity for him to show the New Zealand auttiesithat he was worth a
place in their Olympic team at Los Angeles. Webstettinued:

“In the Inter-Varsity mile, Cornes and Lovelockdim 4:22.4,
not caused really to fight out the issue, as thal@Zalge men
had provided little in the way of real oppositidmthe half mile,
Cornes’ 1:54 beat his opposition Horan, the Cangarid
president, who only managed 1:57.8. Cornes’ miranssl then
to be turning definitely to the half-mile distantiewas no
surprise therefore, although it marked perhapsuireng point
in Lovelock’s own career, to learn that in the rhabetween the
A.A.A. and O.U.A.C. at Iffley Rd on May 261932, Cornes
was to run against Tom Hampson, A.A.A. half-mil@actpion
(in the 880 yards) whilst Lovelock would be lefttadke on the
mile alone. In the event, Cornes was beaten bydsya
Hampson winning in 1:54.4. That equalled the tnadord set
up in 1886 by that great Oxford runner, F.J.K.Cnok®e
witnessed his record being matched and was amenfiy $h to
congratulate Hampson.

Lovelock, emerging from the shadow of Jerry Corawed with
the honour of Oxford at stake, made up his minge@&ms, to
stage a make-or-break mile performance. Beforedbe, he
asked his second string, M.J.Alberry, to talk& along from the
very flash of the starter’s pistol at the fastestgphe could
produce.

This Alberry did, running the initial quarter in S&conds and
with Lovelock audibly urging him to go faster, hick it out

until the 600 yards mark was passed. Then the Neataiider
took over, to complete the half mile in 2:02.
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Continuing with great élan, he dropped the two eepeed
A.A.A. runners, Winfield and Harris and passedttiree quarter
mile mark in 3:13. Bill Thomas, the O.U.A.C. coasho was
destined to play so big a part in Lovelock’s atficldife, held a
stop watch in trembling hands and with only 100dgato be
covered, was telling the pressmen that four minbse not yet
been clocked. The official time keepers could nelidve their
own Greenwich-tested stopwatches but Lovelock bilmstugh
the tape, 50 yards ahead of A.Harris, who had wviwn 1931
Army title in 4:24. Lovelock’s time was 4:12 and had in his
first year at Oxford, broken Cornes’ Iffley Roaddk record of
4:17 made two years earlier and the British (afhecs) Record
of 4:13.4, achieved by R.H.Thomas, of the RAF,981L

What Lovelock would have done with opposition frémaffy”
Thomas, Jerry Cornes and Jules Ladoumégue, theh-veorld
record holder, one hesitates to think; but | $iédlieve that the
inspired Lovelock might have produced that aftemoaihe so-
far-mythical mile in four minutes. He ran like a mpossessed
and wasted much breath urging Alberry to run fasfezr that
first lap.

Old “Sam” (S.A.) Mussabini was amazed, but saidni sadly,
“If he could only have run to one of my even-timéap
schedules, he might have got the four-minute mile.

Lovelock’s lap times being:

First lap 57s
Second lap 65s
Third lap 71s
Fourth lap 59s
Total 4:12

the difference between Lovelock’s fastest and s&iwaps being
14 seconds. So much for even pace running!”

After this, Lovelock was one of the most fanciedmers in the Olympic 1500m.
He did not win it; he was not even in contentiohisTfailure became the turning
point in his career. This race convinced him theatas physically capable of only
one great race each season. When the respectiits nfe8ydney Wooderson and
Lovelock were discussed, it was often pointed bat tvhen the two had met,
Wooderson had usually won. What was not realisesltivat Lovelock, having set
his sights on one race, treated all others, evamiplonship races, as part of his
training for it. He never allowed rivalry to carnym away into running faster than
he had planned. He was not interested in recorda@s From 1932 onwards he
ignored all temptations to temporary fame and cotraéed on the Olympic
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1500m of 1936.

In the autumn of 1932, he ran cross-country artierinter-‘Varsity race at
Horton Kirby that December, he and the Oxford Ursitgy Hare and Hounds’
captain, Cyril Mabey (St. Edmund Hall), finisheduagfirst in record time. He
never ran long distance again until the summe9861 when he competed in a
few two and three mile races, and ran the fastaststby any British runner since
Alf Shrubb, himself coach to O.U.A.C. in the 1920s.

Lovelock’s greatest race of 1933 came in the Un8tades. He went as a member
of the Oxford-Cambridge team, and there facedBlhthron of Princeton, a
great miler who had held his own with Glenn Cunhig, at that time, perhaps
the greatest miler of them all. Both finished untiher previous world record of
4:09.2, Lovelock beating Bonthron to finish in 4®7o his rival’s 4:08.7. An
entry from Lovelock’s diary describes the occasion:

“That is the sort of race which one really enjoys feel at one’s
peak on the day when it is necessary, and to leetalgroduce
the pace at the very finish. It gives a thrill winicompensates
for months of training and toiling. But it is thers of race that
one wants only about once a season.”

In 1935, Lovelock met and beat Cunningham in thée'wf the century” in
America. When asked in early 1936 whom he fearest inahe Olympics,
Lovelock replied Wooderson in view of his shortesé&ite in his finishing sprint.
In the event, Wooderson did not make the Olympialfhaving broken down in
his heat with an injured foot.

The pinnacle of Lovelock’s career, his winning loé gold medal at the Berlin
Olympic Games on August"8.936 in a world record time of 3:47.8, was
described by Harold Abrahams, winner of the goldlahé the 100m at the 1924
Paris Olympics and a mentor of Lovelock’s, as foHo

“Lovelock won by stupendous running combined wititliant
generalship. No matter where he placed in the teegemed to
be controlling it. His genius and personality wapparent
throughout. He gave the impression of supreme abéatable
confidence.”

Frederick Webster believed that:

“The confidence came as a result of the carefydgmagion he
had undergone with Bill Thomas, the O.U.A.C. coatio
looked after him and the knowledge they acquirddredand of
the ultimate sprint-finishing ability of his potestcompetitors.”

Fortuitously, Lovelock and Cornes had met in thekest semi-final in Berlin,
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and qualified for the final in times some five ot seconds slower than the others.
At the bell in the final, the whole field was stifigether with Cunningham

leading, then Ny (Sweden), then Lovelock. By timset, Lovelock was confident
of victory, and contemplated breaking away fromfibkl. However, his self-will
re-asserted itself and he decided that if he wddednother hundred yards, he
could make absolutely sure of winning. So 300 yérois home, and 100 yards
before anybody expected it, he jumped away fronfidié. By the time
Cunningham and the rest had recovered from thekshowelock was ten yards
ahead. Lovelock commented in his diary:

“Even Cunningham, strong though he is, could nat lip to the
strain of setting such a pace, combined with thetedevorry of
having a lightly stepping black shadow right onsheulder,
locking strides with him, almost breathing in ha e for the
trick of shadowing an opponent within sight andrivgnis one
of the more maddening and distracting forms ofitadhat one
can use in any race.”

Cunningham and Beccali then settled down to chasdht they were too late
and Lovelock had judged his own powers and theiastty. They chased him to
the end with Cunningham making up a couple of yandsvever Lovelock won
with Cornes in sixth place, although running fasien he had when winning
silver in 1932. Coverage of the race was providethb B.B.C. with Lovelock’s
friend, Harold Abrahams, responsible for the noworious, excited commentary.
As Lovelock burst clear of the field, Abrahams cdetgly lost his poise:

“Lovelock leads! Lovelock! Lovelock! Cunningham sed,
Beccali third. Come on, Jack! A hundred yards tb@ome on,
Jack! My god, he’s done it. Jack, come on! Lovelatks. Five
yards, six yards, he wins. He's won. Hooray!”

The impact of Lovelock’s near-perfect race is liesicribed by Roger Robinson
with the following remarks:

“It was the first time an Olympic 1500m winner haken the
world record since 1904 (only Herb Elliott of Auwsta has done
it since, in 1960). It put the four-minute mile lisacally within
sight. Yet the race was better than its statistiidely acclaimed
as the greatest ever, and on film it still sust#ias kind of
praise. The B.B.C. commentator, Harold Abrahamskd&every
broadcasting rule and writers searched for phrsdsscribe
Lovelock’s genius, his alluring mix of frail graeéth the
sudden destructive strike. Obituaries and all syiset accounts
have sought to define the artistic quality of Laa's running,
meticulously crafted yet also inspired. His almwosthic status
was confirmed at Berlin.”
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Members of the Achilles Club at the 1936 Berlin 1Apics.
Top Row (I-to-r): A.G.Pilbrow, V.E.Morgan, M.Y.Fnch-Williams.

Second Row: [.S.lvanovic, W.R.Milligan,, A.Penniog, J.F.Cornes,
M.Bourne, E.A.Montague, J.C.Horsfall.
First Row: E.A.Hunter, K.S.Duncan, R.K.I.Kennedy.K.Brown,

F.R.Webster, J.St.L.Thornton, P.D.Ward; Sitting:
J.E.Lovelock, B.G.D.Rudd, Lord Burghley, H.M.Abrahs,
A.E.Porritt.
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The “...unfortunate photo of smugness versus desfjas.
described by McNeish.
Bonthrom makes a last-gasp attempt to catch Lokelothe
finishing straight but Lovelock already has theeramn.

Lovelock immediately after his Olympic win.
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=

e team of 1931 trainindfley Road.

‘Varsity Matches just before the Second World War

For the 1938 match, the scoring system was chafigedevents to points, with 5
for first place, 3 for second, and 1 for third, siinng that only came about after
much heated debate. The match programme was &secato make way for the
introduction of the discus and javelin.

The 1938 match was won by Oxford by three points|stvin the 1939 match, the
Dark Blues won easily by 35 points. Alan Pennindtarming won the 100 yards
in 1938 moved up to the 440 yards in 1939, whiclalse succeeded in winning.
In 1939, Thomas Lockton (Hertford) set a new magdord in winning the 120
yards hurdles in a time of 14.9s.

With the Second World War intervening, there waofiizial ‘Varsity Match for
seven years. The running match score stood at @2f@rCambridge 36 with 6
ties. However, a series of wartime matches were &eDxford and Cambridge,
although they remain unofficial and do not counthie overall series scofe.
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7. 1946-58 - 3 minutes, 59.4 seconds

The ‘Varsity Sports were revived in 1946, followitige series of wartime
matches. The one change to the programme was tissiomof the pole vault,
although it returned in 1947 and the 220 yards adaked. As in the immediate
pre-war period, the ‘Varsity Match returned to Waite City and continued to
attract sizeable crowds. Both 1946 and 1947 mataiees won by Cambridge,
extending their lead in the series to nine, thesagest so far.

Roger Bannister

Norris McWhirter (Trinity) described the situatiteading up to Roger
Bannister’s first appearance in the ‘Varsity Maashfollows:

“The winter had been so severe that the old runtrack at
Iffley Rd (at that stage, three laps to the mild aim clockwise)
remained snowbound throughout the entire term and n
O.U.A.C. trials were possible. However one aspiedhlete
from Exeter College was selected as third-stringtie mile as a
reward for his indefatigable work day after dayostiling
snow. Not yet eighteen, he must have been aboybilegest
undergraduate in the whole university. At the Odfor
Cambridge sports at White City, this unknown, ratbping
third-string for Oxford came from the back, pasding other
five competitors and so to win by 20 yards on theigdge-like,
thawing track. His name was Roger Gilbert Banniskee old
groundsman at Iffley Road had confided in him thremths
before, “I'm afraid you'll never be any good sirod just
haven't got the strength or build for it!”

Roger Bannister was a natural runner and an extyestever man. The
combination of these two attributes produced didmil athlete who hid his
determination to become the best in the world, fietlai Corinthian exterior. It
gave him the appearance of a dilettante, who tdditiee and raced rarely to the
irritation of the press who chastised him for faglito appear regularly, for training
in secret, for avoiding his main rivals and for having a coach.

The truth was very different. There were many @aucomponents which moulded
Bannister’s short career. Among them, were hismahtalent and the inspiration
of seeing Sydney Wooderson defeat Arne AnderstimeatVhite City in 1945.
These led him to take up running instead of rowitngn he went up to Oxford at
the age of 17-and-a-half, in the autumn of 1946.

He showed some promise when finishing second ifréslhman’s mile to Peter

Curry (Oriel), who was to run in the 1948 Olympieeplechase, but not enough to
be selected for the Inter-‘Varsity Relays. Sandy€an who was then coaching
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the team, told Bannister that if he stopped boumdie would knock 20 seconds
off. Wearing spikes for the first time had made Biater leap like a kangaroo.

It was in that 1947 match at the White City in tdoéd of March, that the lanky
young Bannister discovered the wonderful feelingvahting to overtake the
whole field and promptly, he did so to win in 4:80aged still only 17. These
were the days when one of the leading Oxford rusmneuld not last the nine laps
of a three mile race without a cigarette and h&tead standing by with one ready
for a quick drag before the beBannister improved to 4:24.6 when winning for
the University again against the A.A.A. and duramgO.U.A.C. tour of Germany,
he ran 4:13.0 for the 1500m.

In the Olympic year of 1948, he won at the UnivgrSiports in 4:25.5 and in the
match against Cambridge and the U.A.U. Champioisskipn in the identical
times of 4:23.4. He moved out into the bigger warfidlomestic racing as an
Olympic “possible” and finished a strong fourthdiri8.7 at the Kinnaird. He then
improved to 4:17.2 when fifth at the A.A.A. Champahips.

Contrary to contemporary reports, he had goneuwlkmwin a place at the 1948
Olympic Games, but missed out for the third spdt5tOm. Instead he was
assistant to Evan Hunter (Christ Church), the contaat of the British team at
the Games and this experience changed his outllodits own words, Bannister
discovered that sport had a unity, “...with a bedb#t is evident in man’s highest
endeavour.”

In 1949, he developed that famous finishing bwvkich was to become his
trademark. It was an awesome sight as he strodg fa@ra strong fields with

final laps that were to entirely change the way tha mile race was run. The year
started promisingly with 4:18.0 in the Universitgdsts and a ‘Varsity record of
4:16.2 (63.6, 65.2, 64.0, 63.4), when leadinghalway against Cambridge. He
then went on his visit to the USA, running a peeddrest 4:11.9 against Princeton
and Cornell, followed a few days later with 4:1adainst Harvard and Yale, both
with strong sub-60s last lap.

As a medical student, he was at Exeter for foursyda his last year, he began by
winning the University Sports mile in a match retof 4:24.6 and then setting a
record of 4:14.8 (leading all the way in 62.4, 2808nd 3:16.6) for his fourth win
against Cambridge. He ran a 57.5 last lap for 8:48ainst Princeton and Cornell
at the White City and then at 1500m, clocked 4:@h%n Achilles tour to Greece
and 3:58.0 in England. It was at this time thatmedition ofAthletics Weekly
Jimmy Green tipped Bannister to become the firktfsur minute miler.

The 1947 match was not only noteworthy for thevatrof Bannister, but also for
Roger Barkway (Exeter) who won the 220 yards lowdhas, and in 1948 the 120
yards hurdles. Barkway, who demonstrated the pialdntbecome one of
Britain’s all-time great hurdlers, was sadly to ina&e untimely death in a car
accident before his undoubted potential could Iifdléal.
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McWhirter continued his description of this pergalying:

“The summer of 1947 was a particularly fine onevdis an era
when the great majority of undergraduates expeaasgend
afternoons participating in one sport or anothiewds a far cry
from many of the present day [1976] students, whemthey
feel the urge to take exercise, apparently lie dantil the
dreaded feeling passes off. In the Oxford UnivgrGgéntipedes
Club sports, no fewer than twenty-six entrantsedrap to
contest the 100 yards heats.

Four days later, | had my first meeting with MacdlahBailey
from Trinidad, the British 100 yard record holdand Olympic
bronze medallist in 1952), who was running for Buytechnic
Harriers against the Centipede Club, so callechbytay,
because it was limited to fifty members and henbaradred
legs. Roger Bannister was its honorary secretary.

On 17" May, | went to London with the Oxford team to caetg
against all the then 18 other universities in tmaversities'
Athletic Union Championships, with John Wilkinsddxford
scored maximum points in the 100 yards, insofalcds won
and | was the runner-up. That day both Ross aneréw
nominated for membership of the Achilles Club.”

After Cambridge’s greatest lead in the series’ sc@xford, beginning in 1948,
embarked upon ten successive years of victoryaan 1957 they had overtaken
Cambridge. Public interest in the ‘Varsity Matchsaeeightened by Oxford’s
success in the so-called blue riband event of tatklehe mile, where Roger
Bannister and Chris Chataway (Magdalen) won frodi71#® 1953. Chataway
followed Bannister’s ‘Varsity record-breaking exgpéowith a win in 1951, before
setting a new record of 4:10.2 the following yeard, in 1953, further lowering
this to 4.08.4.

In November 1947, Roger Bannister had receivedhatation to become a
“possible” for the 1948 Olympic Games to be helthV&mbley. These “possibles”
were to receive special assistance that rangeddpmuial coaching to food
parcels given by the Dominions to supplement thagreefood rations currently
available in Britain. Bannister describes his riacto this invitation in his
autobiographyrirst Four Minutes

“I felt I was not ready at the time for competitiohOlympic
standard. Though | might possibly survive thessdazonditions
and even reach the final, | thought it would pregadny
chances for the 1952 Games. So | declined theaimwit to
become a “possible”...It never occurred to me thate was
anything strange in my action - it seemed the splysible
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course. My decision received considerable publicigannister

says he’s too young”.

Other Oxford athletes did represent their countpa 1948 Olympics, including
Roger Barkway in the 110m hurdles, Peter Curry@adffrey Tudor (Christ
Church) in the 3000m steeplechase and Eric Prablirddbp (Christ Church and
India) in the 100m and 200m. One Oxford athlete ¥éiled to gain selection,
however, was John Wilkinson (Brasenose) who hadecopnto Oxford as the 100
yard Public Schools Champion, and a famous schgaitiernational rugby
player. In August 1947, he had run the fastest 200m by a British athlete when
he ran 21.3s in Cologne, and then went on to Ramsn the 100 and 200m titles
in the World Student Games. Sadly a rugby injurganly 1948 prevented him
from competing in the Olympic Games.

McWhirter continued:

“Towards the end of that golden summer, both Rassl avere
selected to represent Oxford in its first post-Yeaeign tour and
indeed the first civilian contact of any kind witie citizenry of
the former Third Reich. The tour was organized bynimy
Macpherson who knew Germany all too well as a pas@f
war.

The team, 20 strong, including the team manageby &#oyn,
assembled at Liverpool Street Station bound fomitdr, the
British Zone of Germany. As with all athletic tegraay
accurate observer could tell at which events dévidual
members were likely to specialise in by their shajeere were
the high jumping and middle distance running “leptophs”,
tending to linearity and the sprinting and shotipgt
“mesomorphs”, tending to muscularity, each withirtiogvn
smaller or greater ingredient of “ectomorphy”, teedency
towards globularity. However, it would have takedarvoyant
rather than an acute observer to have predictédthang that
carefree band, there were members who were to leeagmme
ministet", Europe’s fastest sprinter, history’s first fouinote
miler, a leading headmaster and the first editer ¢év sell 25
million copies of a book in a life time.”

The first match was against B.A.O.R. (British Arwfythe Rhine). A 100,000-
strong crowd watched O.U.A.C. win by 73 points & the final result depending
on the 4 x 100m relay which they won comfortably@hOs, at that time, the
fastest ever by a British club. The second matchk agminst the West Deutsche
Studenten-Auswahl in the Mungensdorf Stadium inoGoé, which Oxford lost
by 69 points to 72. The reason given for loss beinghe inherent British
weakness in the field events.” The final match against the Combined
Services, which Oxford won by a single point, 65np®to 64.
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Roger Bannister at Iffley Road with the
distinctive Victorian O.U.A.C. pavilion in
the background

Roger Bannister as a young Blue
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O.U.A.C. in the post-war era

The period of the late-1940s was one of great ohdmgathletics at Oxford. The
status of the University Blue was beginning to gerAlmost half a century
earlier, Walter Henderson described the importarfi@taining his Blue with
these words:

“In October 1900 | went up to Trinity College, Oxdb In March
of the following year, | received my full Blue ftlie high jump.
The letter from the president of the O.U.A.C. anmong this
award in formal terms is preserved as one of mastiees; and it
may indeed be doubted whether any love-letter iasgven its
recipient a thrill greater than that inspired in byethis
comparatively formal and harmless communication.”

However, of the 1950s, Roger Bannister made tHewiig observations:

“A Blue has no longer quite the distinction it usgechave. Now
that undergraduates cannot afford to go down frodof with
no degree, or even an inferior one, sport takesngkplace to
work. The picture of a noisy crowd of Blues paradonested
sweaters, almost invisible beneath yards of colbsoarfing, as
they wander from Vincent's to Iffley Road, is nowtaf date.
Old Blues say “Oxford is not what it was”. It neusr”

Of athletics at Oxford during his era, Bannisted kfas to say:

“Even before the war, the balance of athletic pgesn this
country had shifted away from the older universitishich at
one time provided the majority of the country’slatés.
University athletes formerly confined themselvesitoversity
events, which provide strenuous competition thraughe
year, summer and winter. They suffer from unrenmtefforts to
maintain racing fitness in the middle of winter,enthe
university relays and cross-country fixtures arkel hdow most
of them attempt to reach a further peak for natiana
international competition in late summer.

Most university athletes belong also to local dtblelubs, and |
am convinced that their approach can be helpfalltolubs. The
university method has had great success yet isapihacasual.

Undergraduates are, without exception, hauntedi&ydar of
being thought to take anything seriously. | knoatthdeveloped
the pose of apparent indifference to hide the tretoas
enthusiasm which | felt for running, from the dasel foot in
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Oxford. Behind this general facade | found | cogldgckly learn
a great deal about training. This was regardedhaghdy
individual affair. Nothing is sacred in Oxford aadery training
programme was attacked and analysed. There wdavishs
adherence to outmoded dogma or athletic rituahaetseemed
to be in the rowing world.”

In April 1948, Bannister was elected President d§ @.C., despite being, at that
time, the youngest member of the club. He outlinisdplans for O.U.A.C. iffrirst
Four Minutes

“My plans for the club were very ambitious. | hadhemes for
raising the membership and providing coaching by a
professional. This was a revolutionary step, bufio@khad
come to rely too much on sportsmen from Europethad
Dominions, especially in field eventsThe system of coaching
by reigning Blues seemed only to produce resulteenrunning
events and hurdles and so was inadequate. | hbpethe
American tours by Oxford and Cambridge teams waeld
revived.

| would not rest until plans were started to repléee old/s mile
track with a new six-lane 440 yards track conforgrio
international specifications.

At this point the Senior Treasurer gave me a paioekl. | said
that the existing track was a disgrace to a unitettsat had
produced so many fine athletes. They had succaadsgiite of,
rather than with the help of the facilities prowidd his was
nothing to be proud of.

As the year went by | won some support for the iofea new
track. To pacify old Blues who thought the scheote t
revolutionary | said, “Don’t worry, we will stillun round the
opposite way to anyone else!”

The Senior Treasurer patiently bore the resporitsithdr my
enthusiasm, and without his guidance and suppepidn
would never have been started. We had great difyiau
overcoming the opposition of the University footllib,
whose pitch occupied the centre of the track. Tdaag they
could not possibly manage with anything less théullasize
pitch, which could not be contained under the neleme
within a 440 yard track.

At the crucial meeting, when the plan was to beeptaxd or

- Page 60 -



The History of the Oxford University Athletic Club

rejected, we asked them if they would regard tloebfall pitches
used by the Arsenal and some other First Divisiobsas
adequate. None of these was in fact full size,vaemavon the
day.

The work began. As | stood amid the bulldozers piles of
clay and the dying turf that summer, | resolved thaver the
track was finished, | would choose it for my biggeses. Two
years later the new track was opened by the VicaaCéllor.”

The 1948 Olympic Games at Wembley starred Louisi&afLincoln), an
Australian who came to Oxford already holding thes#alian Inter-Universities
triple jump record at 46ft 9.5” (14m26). He won thgh jump in the 1949
‘Varsity Match with 5ft 10” (1m77), a success heeated in 1950, this time at 5ft
11" (1m80). This was followed by a British all-coraerecord of 6ft (1m82) in

the 1949 match versus the A.A.A..

Also in the Blues team of 1949 was Nick Stacey Esimund Hall), who had won
the Royal Navy 100 yard Championships in 1947 adirepresented England in
the 4 x 100m relay in the Triangular Tournameni@48. In 1949, after running
21.8s in the O.U.A.C. Sports, he set a Varsity Ma&rord of 22.3s in the 220
yards. Competing for the Combined Universitiestos American Tour, he won
both the 100 yards and 220 yards against Princétonell and Harvard-Yale. He
went on to represent England in the 1950 Empire éattme following year and
two years later competed at the Helsinki Olympics.

Chris Chataway

The name Chris Chataway will forever be linked witht of Roger Bannister
because of the record-breaking events at IffleydRmathe evening of May'6
1954, but Chataway's performances both whilst go@ixand afterwards, deserve
mention. He went up to Magdalen in September 1860,to the distress of the
0O.U.A.C. officers showed a fondness for his fioastd, in the middle of the front
row of his College rugby pack. However, he did adydeal of cross-country
running and won the ‘Varsity Cross-Country over Mmies on Wimbledon
Common in December.

In May 1951, he ran the European 800m champiom Balnlett to an inches
finish at Iffley Road to equal Jack Lovelock’s 19B4dck record of 4:12.0. A little
over a week later in the British Games, he cambiwibur tenths of a second of
the 1939 English Native Record for two miles inimiernational event and later in
the month ran third to Belgium’s Gaston Reiff andiA Mimoun in his
introduction to international 5000m.

During 1952, Chataway, then 21, came of age atlalétiwith an extraordinary
display of courage in the Helsinki Olympic 5000méfi. He was leading the front
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group of Emil Zatopek (winner of the 5000m, 10,008nad marathon), Mimoun
and the German, Herbert Schade, down the backistrdess than 300m from
home but in the desperate surge round the berfé)ltieavily across the curb of
the track. He picked himself up, winded and senmscoous to complete the race
and finish fifth in a time nearly 10 seconds faskem his previous best.

In the 1952 Helsinki Olympic Games, Oxford athlates only included Roger
Bannister (fourth in the 1500m), Chataway and NBtkcey, but also Alan Dick
(Keble) in Great Britain’s 4 x 400m team who fireshfifth in the final.

Chataway had a disjointed season in 1952-53 d&etds; however, he ran the
lead-off stage in Great Britain’s world record 4 xnile relay team, as well as
completing an unbeaten run both in the ‘Varsity$sr@€ountry, and the mile in
the ‘Varsity Sports. Coverage of the 1953 Varsitgtth by J.W.P Mallalien in
The Spectatgrcasts an interesting light on this particularehatvon by Oxford
with 73 points to Cambridge’s %3

“In mid-afternoon at the White City last Saturdagme ten
thousand people found themselves staring inteotatds the
far end of the stadium. In off moments during thevpus half
hour, we had glanced over there and seen men tiyiolgar the
high jump. But the high jump was very far away #mdgs of
greater interest were usually happening rightamtfiof us.

But now an announcer had spoken through the loadksg.
G.A.Jeffries of Otago University, New Zealand andddalen,
the Oxford first string, he told us, had just wbe High Jump
with a jump of 6ft 2”. He was now going to try aequal the
Inter-Varsity record of 6ft 3.

Jeffries rose on his toes like a man about to dhen moved
gracefully and purposefully into his stride. In #ikence, one
could almost hear the grass bending beneath HisTfeen, at
the very second when he sprang from the grounddoabove
the bar, there was a single short crack. At thtal moment,
the starter had fired his gun for another racdridsfhit the bar
with his knees. Thereafter, we saw him no morepfarourse,
all eyes now turned to the race and when that wasand we
looked again to the far end of the stadium, thé fugnp poles
had been dismantled and Jeffries had vanishedapgiie had
gone to the pictures. The Inter-‘Varsity high junggord was the
only thing that stayed where it was.

That is typical of the Oxford and Cambridge Spaittthe White
City. The stadium is so vast that when you arengiiin the
centre stand, you cannot see what is happeninthat end. But
you crowd into the centre because there, you gresiife the
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finishing line for the track events. So the fielcerts go on as a
decorative but rather puzzling background to tlesa
Occasionally, the loud-speaker makes it compreb&ndBut it
is only background. What we really come to sedlmeaaces.

And what races they were last Saturday! To takevémg last on
first, we had the quarter mile. The 100 yards ded220 yards
are over so quickly that you have no time to rejisbr own
excitement. But the quarter mile is just long erotaallow the
runners some variation in speed, some holding batkthe
critical moment and gives the spectators a chameeatch with
their minds as well as with their eyes. Thoughhsytime this
guarter was run, the match as a whole had beeanaistvon,
there was a special excitement about it, becawsasitA.Dick’s
of Oxford, third race of the afternoon and if henwty he would
be the first man in the history of the sports tongatrack treble.
Even Cambridge supporters wanted him to pull it b did.
Half-way round, when just in the lead and going sthly, he
was challenged by Sexton, the Cambridge first gtr@exton
might as well have put a fire-cracker down Dick@users, for
Dick shot away and won by yards.

Next, the mile. In this race, everyone was lookimghe red-
haired Chataway. The Oxford president was supptusbd
concentrating his own efforts on this race instefigking on
the three miles as well, but already seemed to bagended
enough energy for one afternoon, trotting from end of the
stadium to the other to encourage his colleagudégnithe six
runners lined up at the start, all stood upright,dne. The
exception was Millar, the Oxford third string, wbmuched into
footholds. Obviously he intended to make a flyiteytsand he
did.

At the gun, he flashed into the lead, arms and pegmding like
steam-hammers, with Chataway loping behind him,ifszin
and Law of Oxford just behind him. Round the traent
Millar, drawing the others after him, but at thdffrmaile mark,
he was run out and Law, summoned by a turn of Qfegts red
head, took over the pacing. The two of them drave o
increasing pressure each time Robinson challerijed,easing
very slightly as the challenge faded. Then, inlé#s¢ quarter of a
mile, Chataway went right away and Law, exhaustelis turn,
found himself overhauled in the last twenty yargghe gallant
Robinson. While the crowd cheered a new recordreberd
breaker himself was quietly putting on his track-and trotting
off to some other event. Running a record miless effort to
Chataway than running for a bus is to us.”
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| ROGER BANNISTER: 5755

FAMUATY 3. 18EE

Top left: The front of Sports lllustrated featuriBgnnister, theiSportsman of the
Year, during his epic Empire Games win in Vancouver.

Top right: Bannister breaks the tapes at the erdsaofecord-breaking run at Iffley
Road.

Below: The vital strides of Bannister's Commonwiedhold. Landy looks over
his left shoulder as Bannister bursts past onigig.rBoth runners finished in
under four minutes.
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The start of the first sub-four minute mile. Noteagher’s stance at the start as he
prepares to pace the first two laps.

Chataway is voted B.B.C. Sports Perslonalityof\rtlaa in the inaugural show.
The trophy is presented by Bannister. Another O.0.Mlue, David Hemery,
won the award in 1968.
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Chataway inches ahead of
Kuts at the finish of their
epic battle at the White
City, with a new world
record of 13:51.6. Kuts
was given the same time.

Barclay Palmer (St. Peter’s Hall) in
competition for Achilles.
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The first four-minute mile

The year 1954 was something of a modarnus mirabilisfor O.U.A.C.. Roger
Bannister won the European 1500m and the BritisipiEsrand Commonwealth
Games mile, the latter by beating the new worldr@dolder, Australian, John
Landy, with a devastating sprint coming off theafibend. At the same games in
Vancouver, Derek Johnson (Lincoln) won gold in 8 yards and silver in the 4
x 400m relay. Chris Chataway was narrowly beatém second at the European
Championships 5000m, behind his great rival Vladikuts (both recording
13:56.6) but won the British Empire and Commonwe&ames three miles to
complete a trio of golds for O.U.A.C. in the middlistances.

However, it was the date was of Md) &nd the annual athletics match at Iffley
Road between O.U.A.C. and the A.A.A. for which 19&4 forever be
remembered at O.U.A.C.. The weather was somewlwhiaom overcast with a
breeze and a threat of rain in the air. In prep@maBannister had run a majestic
solo three laps in high wind on Paddington Recoe@a@round in 2:59.9. After a
final sharpening 880 yards in 1:54 and a slow éasymile stride, he rested for
the next few days.

The line-up for the race was (from the inside) @eddole (O.U.A.C.), Chris
Brasher (A.A.A.), Alan Gordon (O.U.A.C.), Bannis{&.A.A.), Chataway
(A.A.A.), and Tom Hulatt (A.A.A.). After a falseat by Brasher, they got away
and Brasher led round the first lap in 57.4s, daadkeng Bannister (second) and
Chataway (third) from the field. At 880 yards threer was unchanged with
Brasher at 1:58 and Bannister a-yard-and-a-hak.bac

Just before the 2% lap mark Bannister utteredititdescommand, “Chris,” and
Chataway took the lead, passing the bell in 3:0Iu4t 230 yards from the finish
Bannister changed up a gear and drew away to wibbyards.

The announcer, Norrish McWhirter, proclaimed an liEhgNative, British, British
All-Comers’, European, Empire and World Recordhree minutes, fifty-nine
point four seconds. Bannister in the process, l@@dexl the 1500m mark in a
world-record-equalling time of 3:43.0, some threeads ahead of Chris
Chataway who finished the mile in 4:07.2.

More success

Incredibly, there was further success in storeddyg.A.C. in 1954. The occasion
was theEvening New$loodlit promotion on October 13featuring a match
between London and Moscow, with Chris Chataway\dadimir Kuts coming
face to face in the 5000m. These two athletes leadrbe great rivals having run
so closely for the European title in Berne, Switaed. In this famous re-match at
the White City, both men shattered the world recQigataway winning in the last
ten strides by one tenth of a second, with the@b@owd on their feet and 12
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million television viewers on the edge of theirtsea

Following Bannister and Chataway came Derek Johmdwse performances at
the British Empire and Commonwealth Games in Vameohave already been
noted. At the European Championships, he was hasliied at the start of the
800m and hampered later in the race, but still mmgp finish fourth in 1:47.4.
Some fifty minutes later in the heat of the 4 x#0@lay he produced a leg of a
little over 47 seconds. The next day in the fihalran a leg of 46.2s, a personal
best, but the British team was disqualified.

Historically, the throwing events at Oxford had fedtured highly in the national
scene since the days of Malcolm Nokes in the hamA®wvever, in the mid-
1950s, this was to change as a result of the pedioces of the theology student,
Barclay Palmer (St. Peter’s). Weighing over 17 stand blessed with a height of
6ft 6”, Palmer did not emerge from the ranks of raexk shot putters until after
intensive weight training in 1955.

In 1953, Palmer represented Oxford in the ‘Varsigtch shot-put, discus and
javelin, but secured only two thirds and a foufithe next year, he improved to
43ft 8” (13m31) to win the ‘Varsity shot. In 199%aving again won against
Cambridge, this time with 47ft 1" (14m35), and fhist of two consecutive

A.A.A. titles, Palmer improved significantly to 32.25” (15m90) in an
international match against Germany and 53ft (16mnat Bucharest in September.
He opened the 1956 season with an Inter-‘Varsitgne of 53ft 11” (16m43) and
improved to the point when in October, he registexrgut four inches beyond
J.A.Savidge’s British Empire record, with 55ft @6m91).

1956 Olympics

At the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games, Derek Johngon silver for Great
Britain, being beaten in the last few strides bynT@ourtney of the United States
by only a tenth of a second. Derek also won a l@anadal, anchoring the British
4 x 400m team home.

Also representing Great Britain at Melbourne wehei€Chataway, in the 5000m;
lan Boyd (Brasenose), winner of the ‘Varsity Mataohe in 1955, in the 1500m;
Bob Shaw (Exeter), winner of the ‘Varsity Match y#rds hurdles in 1955, in
the 400m hurdles; and Barclay Palmer (St. Petealy) h the shot put.

Another renowned international of that period wagePIsbester (Trinity) who
won the discus in both 1956 and 1957. It is no veoridat Peter Lovesey in the
Centenary History of the A.A.feferred to this period in these terms:

“1956 ended an era, the third flowering of Oxfordia
Cambridge talent. The briefest and arguably maBiamt, was
the mid-fifties, with Bannister, Chataway, Brashad Johnson,
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and the four minute mile as the most exquisite toloAfter

1956, even the presence of Adrian Metcalfe and Hdrbt

could not alter the fact that the Oxbridge gardad Wwilted.

A reason often suggested for the success of Uriiyethletes

in the twenties and thirties is that they had #isure to train.
Paradoxically the post-war generation of Oxford @aanbridge
runners, notably Bannister and Chataway, trainestb@dules
ridiculously light by comparison with employed atds such as
Gordon Pirie and Derek Ibbotsomut the pace of improvement
in athletics meant increasingly that top-classedéd could spare
little time for anything but training.”

Despite the undoubted truth of Lovesey's commedi$ord continued to produce
numerous athletes of international standard. Iredugimongst these were John
Young (St. Edmund Hall) who won the 100 yards fro#8-60. Young became
the A.A.A. Champion over the short sprint in 19&@ilst still a junior. He went
on to represent England at rugby union.

Other stars included Roger Lane (Brasenose), whottw javelin in 1959 and
1960 and Charles van Dyck (St. Edmund Hall) wirsfehe high jump in 1960
(setting a new record of 1m93), 1961 and 1963, dwbthe somewhat odd
distinction of winning the Freshman'’s high jJumpli®60 at a greater height than
that at which the pole vault was won.
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8. 1958-1975 — The end of the Golden Era?

After Oxford’s ten-match series of wins ended i 719Cambridge was victorious
in 1958 with the Dark Blues winning again in 195®1d 960. This was followed
by a mini-revival by Cambridge who won the nextrfouatches from 1961 until
1964. Oxford’s star athlete of this period was AdrMetcalfe (Magdalen), who
won the 440 yards from 1961-64. In 1962, he coreplet dazzling triple over 100
yards, 200 yards and 440 yards in times of 9.7€s2dnd 47.0s, all new records
for the Inter-‘Varsity Sports.

Metcalfe achieved success on a wider scale by wingold in the 400m at the
1963 World Student Games at Pato Allegre, Braal jéined with John Boulter
(Queen’s), the winner of the mile at that year'sirsity Match, in the 4 x 400m
relay squad. He also won silver medals in the 8G relay at the 1962
European Championships and at the 1964 Tokyo Olgsnpithough success in
the individual events eluded him as a senior.

Putting the early 1960s behind them, Oxford setouanother ten match
unbeaten streak. This included a match tie in 1@nB, the score at 97 points
each and their record win in 1967 by 101 pointsZo

This period saw a number of changes in the ‘Vandiggch events, namely the
inclusion of the triple jump in 1959, followed i®@3 by the 400m hurdles and the
3000m steeplechase, so that it began to take oshtiqee of a full international
programme.

The 1969 match saw a change in the points scouniitly first and second
remaining at 5 and 3 each respectively, whilstthiow merited 2 points and
fourth 1 point. In 1970, it came into in line witAAF rules with track races being
converted to international metric distances, amovis and jumps being recorded
metrically. Finally, in 1972, the sprint relay wiasluded and the Centipedes-
Alverstone match was held in conjunction with tHae®’ contest.

Nomadic years

As the new format of national athletics began ke tshape, with a national league
system, not only at senior level, but also for ypathletes, so club athletics
began to flourish and the importance of the ‘Varbiatch began to decline,
slipping quietly from public prominence. The vagpanses of the White City
became less suitable for the smaller crowds a#tdaict the event and so it moved
to Crystal Palace National Sports Centre for 1973.

However, the increasing costs of hiring venues Gkgstal Palace at the weekend
saw a further move in 1974, this time to the Weastdon Stadium. In 1976, it
returned for one final time to Crystal Palace, whemas held on a weekday,
before relocating permanently to the new synthedick at Iffley Road.
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Jeffrey Archer

Despite the decline in importance of universityetibs, the 1960s have in
retrospect brought considerable publicity to O.\@ Athrough the person of
Jeffrey Archer (Brasenose), the present Lord Ardfiéteston-super-Mare.
Archer became one of the youngest members of thuséiof Commons in 1969,
only three years after his presidency of the O.Q.ABy doing so, he was
following a similar career path to Chris Chatawaiiom Archer has admitted to
admiring greatly. The setting for Archer’s arrilOxford and particularly his
involvement with the athletic club, has been re¢edrby Michael Crick in his
biographyJeffrey Archer — Stranger than Fiction

“In 1963, Oxford was still one of the great centoé8ritish
athletics. Many remembered the historic day nireyearlier
when a medical student, Roger Bannister, had brtdkeifour-
minute mile at the University sports track, IfflRpad. British
athletics in the early ‘60s was still dominatedpapple from
public and grammar schools and the Universitieg diival of
a generation of inner-city black athletes was diftgrears away.
The sport still looked to Oxford and Cambridgeitemew stars,
though the Oxbridge reputation for athletic exaatle was
already in slow decline. In Archer’s time, the aahJarsity
athletics match was still held at White City, tloerher Olympic
stadium in West London and received the sort otcage still
enjoyed by the Boat-Race nowadays. And even mivents in
the Oxbridge athletics calendar were covered im#tenal
press. Oxford’s biggest name was the former cld@siBent
(1963) Adrian Metcalfe. Oxford boasted other stats— the
massive American discus thrower, Stan Sariderd the
Kenyan Olympic hurdler, Steve Rotich.”

Archer had achieved some success as a junior atlilet school coach had
suggested to him that Oxford might provide an isaalironment for his athletic
talent to be nurtured and to eventually blossontkGrontinued:

“Within only a few days of arriving at Oxford, Arehhad a
surprising impact. In a freshmen’s match against(thniversity)
second team, in the 100 yards, he beat the clubders
Michael Hogan, who was then one of Britain’s topratind
sprinters and hurdlers. Against Cambridge, freshdediney
triumphed in both the 100 and 200 yards and alsdentize
national press, but for the wrong reasons. Cheening
competitors in the mile, he was struck by a digbuswn by
Stan Sanders. They carried him off on a stretdherArcher
insisted on watching the final track event and dhgn agreed to
go for a check-up.
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Archer is often modest about his athletics. “I'va ragainst him
nineteen times and he’s won nineteen times,” Arclags of his
competitive record against Adrian Metcalfe. Howevlis is not
strictly true, for in April 1964, in the Oxford diutrials, he
inflicted a surprise defeat on his famous friendch®r again
made the national press. It was the first timeour fyears that
Metcalfe had been beaten in a University race db@xBut as
if to show it had been no fluke, Archer beat Mdalgain in
the match against Loughborough, nine days lateva#t a sign
of how good a runner Archer was becoming.

Archer won his first athletics Blue in the Varsihatch of May
1964, running in both the 100 yards and the 22@sydn the
100 yards, he narrowly finished second to Metcalfeugh
Archer was extremely fortunate. Three times he jednihe gun
but he was given only one warning.

That spring he was on the fringes of Internatiorabgnition

and was picked for the Great Britain “A” against Benelux
countries. But his Olympic dreams faded as by titaran of

1964, he was left to watch events on televisiohah Hogan
and Metcalfe competed in the Tokyo Olympics, witbthalfe
collecting a silver medal in the 4 x 400m relay.

The O.U.A.C. had recognised Archer however, bytglgdim
club secretary for 1964-5. The secretaryship ofAtidetics
Club was usually a stepping stone to the presidanaar later.
Archer made a quick impression by organizing therhsollege
athletics finals, according to the Oxford Mail:

“Unlike many of his predecessors, he had gathesedd him a
large number of helpers and his tight scheduleaaktand field
events lasting three and a half hours was carhienigh
efficiently. In addition, he made frequent announeats to
officials, competitors and spectators and at tleeadra busy
day, thanked all those who had assisted.™

In May 1965, Archer won his second athletics Blaemphing
in the 100 yards. Doubts had arisen however, omgegligibility
to compete. Archer had completed his Dip. Ed ansl maav
conducting independent research. Years later, tiky Mirror
began to make enquiries about whether Archer had be
gualified to run in the 1965 and 1966 Varsity matht later
transpired that Arthur Selwyn, the then Senior Svear of the
athletics club, had consulted his opposite numb&ambridge
and it was “agreed that Mr. Archer could continoieun for the
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University until his research was completed.” Latext summer,
Archer would compete in the Oxford-Cambridge US tauring
which the visiting team was invited to competeha Canadian
National Championships. Archer won the 220 yarttks ith
21.6s.

At the club’s AGM, Archer defeated Damien Knighixéger) to
become club President, the same prestigious dfieehad once
been held by his two friends, Michael Hogan andidr
Metcalfe, and his role model, Chris Chataway, &t years
earlier.”

Of his presidency, Crick noted:

“Relatively speaking, Oxford athletics had beemgahrough a
bad patch. Between 1961 and 1964, Cambridge hadcaWéour
Varsity matches in a row, following a period of alsh complete
domination by Oxford in the 1950s. But at the stdi®ctober,
Archer set his colleagues a new, highly ambiti@ugét: a clean
sweep of the eight major confrontations with Cahipei during
the course of a year, something Oxford had neveeaed
before!

Archer based his strategy on improving club mogaié unity.
In particular, he was keen to heal a rift betwdwnintroverted
cross-country runners, who generally came fromhsort
grammar schools and the more explosive, extrovecktand
field men like himself, who more often came fronbjpci
schools. He stressed that he was President ofttb&ewlub,
cross-country included; he even appointed himsgitain of the
fifth cross-country sidé.

“He developed a real sense of excitement,” saysTagior,
who succeeded him as President. “The club movegmech to
centre stage in the university. He took an interestveryone.”

He set an example in training. He’d be out on thek every
afternoon doing short fifty or sixty yard burstsaagand again
and again and he worked away in the weights roomeuthe
main grandstand. “He trained his socks off,” saiys Jones, the
then club secretary. “And he was loud in praispaxple when
they were doing well.”
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Jéffrey Archer’s winning 1965 O.U.A. . team in theew trackuits.
Top Row (left-to-right): M.Hauck, R.A.Czerniawk#&,L.Duncan, J.0.C.Haes,
P.B.Cross, I.G.Roberts, A.L.Heath, M.C.Mertens,

R.E.Allen.

Middle Row: N.Green, F.F.Brwon, J.N.Barry, H.Altnmg
J.Waterhouse, G.McBride, J.Antill, R.A.S.Offer, S
Young;

Bottom Row: W.G.Day, A.M.Ronay, M.P.Sharpe, T.Inds,
J.H.Archer, T.M.Taylor, J.W.Bryant, D.A.Roscoe,
H.H.A.Pullman.
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David Hemery (St. Catherine’s) in the high hurdles
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As he looked forward to that year’s Varsity MaathWhite
City, Archer had a personal problem however: Oxfoad a
surplus of first-class sprinters. Despite having at1 White City
for the previous two years, there was now a datiggrhe might
not be good enough to run for the Varsity team lieadvas
meant to captain. Archer’s answer was to try féect®n in a
new event altogether — the 220 yard hurdles.

On the day of the big match at White City, Archeew he had
almost fulfilled his ambitious grand slam. Month topnth
through the autumn, winter and spring, his club $@adar won
six events out of six against Cambridge. To fostam spirit, he
equipped the squad with new tracksuits and took ttzestay
overnight at a hotel. In his pre-match talk, thedrtent rallied
his men by telling them it was their duty to be miéigent.

And they were. The match announcer revealed ahye@lford
victory by 87 points to 66. Archer’s “effervescéeddership,”
saidThe Observer‘had brought Oxford not to a pitch where
their nerves jangle, but one of confidence at aelol@mpo.” It
was a big improvement from the Cambridge dominatibthe
early ‘60s.

Three of Oxford’s points were won by Archer in ##0yards
hurdles, where he finished second. And Oxford'st filean
sweep was clinched the following Monday when theoed
team overcame their Cambridge opponents.”

Although not selected to compete in the Empire Gatihat summer as he had
hoped for, Archer nevertheless achieved one difetaime ambitions of running
for his country, when selected to compete in a mhttween Great Britain and
Sweden. His name still tops the club’s all-timekiags for 100 yards today.

Other internationals

Other athletes gaining international honours dutimg era included Mike Ralph
(St. Edmund Hall), who won the triple jump from 09 1963 and the long jump
in 1960; Jonathan Hutton (Balliol), who won thegwhult in 1961 and 1964;
Henk Altmann (New and South Africa), who won theethmiles from 1966-68;
Chris Pardee (Magdalen and USA), who won the highpj from 1967-69, setting
a new record of 2m00 in 1967; John Boulter (Queendpuble Olympian who
set a European 880 yard record of 1:47.8 in thed&idrYale match of 1963, the
same year he won the ‘Varsity Match mile; Mike Ha8t. Catherine’s), who
won the 100 yards in 1967 and 1968 and the 22Gsyfapdh 1967-69 and Dennis
Roscoe (Keble), who won the discus in 1966 and 1967
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Following them, in the 1970s, there was Rod Sp&tdHdmund Hall), who won
the shot in 1970; Phil Lewis (Lincoln) who won t8@0m from 1970-73, setting a
match record of 1:48.5 in 1970; Steve White (Wadhavho won the 200m from
1971-74, the 100m in 1974 and the long jump in 19B¥2 and 1974; and Julian
Goater (St. Edmund Hall), who won the 5000m frord395, setting a new
match record of 13:51.8 in 1973, and the 1500nDird175.

Over the country, Goater won the English Natioited on Parliament Hill in
1981 by the biggest margin in history (two minutdd)at year, he went on to
finish just outside the medals at the World Crossi@iry Championships, in
fourth place.

David Hemery

In the ‘Varsity Match of 1970, the 110m hurdles wam by a certain David
Hemery (St. Catherine’s). Later that summer, hetwerto win the gold medal in
the 110m hurdles at the 1970 world student gam@&siiim, Italy. These
impressive wins, however, were treated as someoftatormality given that two
years earlier, he had earned the title of Olymp&napion and world record
holder over the 400m hurdles, with the remarkaibte of 48.12s. His Olympic
win in Mexico City has been heralded as one ogiteatest ever performances by
a British athlete. His margin of victory was theglast since 1924 with,
coincidentally, all three of the next runners relog exactly 49 seconds. Hemery
achieved further success with gold in the high legrdt the 1966 and 1970
Commonwealth Games and silver in the same evehed969 European
Championships. At the 1972 Munich Olympic Gamesnkly completed his
collection of Olympic medals with a bronze medalhie 400m hurdles and silver
in the 4 x 400m relay.

Interestingly, it was David’s brother John who lafibigger mark on the ‘Varsity
Match records. John, like David studied at St Qarleés in the early-1970s,
winning all three hurdles events for Oxford in 192 returned to study at
Corpus Christi, Cambridge where in 1982, a decéee lae made his first impact
on the ‘Varsity Match, he broke two ‘Varsity recendith a win in the 400m
hurdles in 52.4s, as well as being part of the Gaigb 4 x 400m team whose
record of 3:16.0 still stands.
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9. 1976 to the present - O.U.A.C. today
The new track

The mid-1970s saw dramatic changes taking platfleat Road. Through the
generosity of the Rhodes Foundation, funds had fieerd to upgrade the athletic
track to both all-weather status and 400m stanttasatisfy the IAAF
requirements. The surface chosen for the trackGhesron, which had been used
for the 1974 Commonwealth Games held in Christdiyuxew Zealand, perhaps
not a wise choice in view of the track’s hardnessl the ambient temperatures at
which most of the club’s training and competitiakes place. A surface intended
primarily for competition in situations of highesmperatures than those
experienced by early May at Oxford tended to predart undesirable crop of
injuries.

Two other problems arose as a direct result oh#we track. In the first place the
old 220 yards straightway became tennis courtsilamd x 200m hurdles relay
which previously had been run as a shuttle in Yasity Relays meeting, now
posed considerable problems with legs 1 and 3 beimghe wrong way round.
Secondly, with the hammer re-included along with 4hx 400m relay in 1975,
problems once again arose with O.U.A.F.C., whoemapiedictably objected to
hammers landing on their pitch. In the early ddythe matches at Iffley Road,
the hammer event was held at the Horsepath traoke shree miles away, with
the attendant problems of timing and transport.

Eventually the hammer - along with the discus dythme football season - was
banished to the “swampith the problems of hammers disappearing into the
mud, or hooked throws tending to land in an everatgr swamp (the river).
However, over the years the situation improved mmaity with new circles and
cages, and some slight improvement to the landieg; and finally, in the early-
2000s, these events were able to return to thie tnaa.

Ladies at Oxford

The most important development of the last 30 ybassbeen the advent of the
ladies’ match, which first took place in 1975.dtot proposed to include the
ladies’ match in this brief history; rather theysdeve one for themselves.
Nevertheless, the expansion of O.U.A.C. to inclieseale athletes and the
inclusion of the ladies’ match to the ‘Varsity pragime has undoubtedly been
one of the biggest changes the club has undergatelong history.

At this time (2009), of the 35 ladies’ ‘Varsity Mdttes, Oxford has won ten,
although four have these have come consecutivetes2006" In 1996, 1999 and
2006, the Dark Blues succeeded in winning both 8led second team matches,
the modern day grand slam. 1996 was the first amcas which either university
had achieved it. Unfortunately for Oxford, Cambedfen succeeded in doing the
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same in 1997.

The relative strengths of the Oxford and Cambridgiéees’ teams in the early
history of the match is highlighted by the factttbhthe fifteen ‘Varsity Match
records, fourteen were held by Cambridge ladidd9B8. However, the situation
has quite definitely improved, with the middle distes establishing itself as the
Oxford ladies’ forte. Indeed, there has been caraidle international
representation in the form of Jo Latimer (HertfofEllen O’Hare (Mertor), Jo
Dering (Exeter), Katie Skorupska (New College) &mh Brice (née Pilling)
(Queen’s).

Stephanie Cook (Lincoln) became the first O.U.AB(ie to win an Olympic gold
since David Hemery, by winning the inaugural wonsedodern Pentathlon in
Sydney in 2000.

Recent Internationals

Despite the widening gap between university anerivdtional performances, the
club’s top ten ranking lists clearly indicate timimost events, and in particular
the technical field events, the standards continoiegvelop, as also does a still-
impressive list of international athletes who hesgresented the university,
including Craig Masback (Trinity) who won the 80@md 1500m in 1978 and
1979.

In 1979, Craig ran a 3:52.02 mile, placing himisigh the world all-time
rankings. He also ran a sub-four minute mile a¢yfiRoad, becoming the first
athlete to do so since Bannister, 24 years eattieygh clocking a time just
outside Bannister’s track record. Craig remaing/acdh the sport and was for
many years the Chief Executive of United StatesR emnd Field.

Nick Brawn (Oriel) won both the 5000m and the 300B@eplechase in 1980 and
the steeplechase again in 1981, before turningetariarathon and running the
world’s fastest debut.

Dwayne Heard (Magdalen) held the record numbendi¥idual ‘Varsity wins,
with eleven over a period of six years. They waee200m in 1986, long jump
from 1983-88, and triple jump in 1984, 1985, 19&d 4988.

Richard Nerurkar (University) won the ‘Varsity M&t&000m in 1984, 1985 and
1987 before winning gold in the 1993 World Cup Mhaoa, finishing fifth in the
European 10,000m in 1990, fifth in the 1996 Olym@Ba&mes at Atlanta, and
fourth in the 1994 European Championship Marathon.

Simon Mugglestone, (Hertford and Keble) came uPxéord in 1987 as
European junior 5000m champion and being tipperasin’s future great hope
in the middle distances. However, despite his conttable performances whilst
representing Oxford, including winning both the BAJS,000m and BUSA Cross-
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Stephanie Cook (Lincoln)
during her memorable run at
Sydney, which brought her the
gold medal. Her 3000m run of
10:03.16 was 19 seconds
faster than any of the other
competitors, taking her from
eighth to first place overall.

Simon Mugglestone (Herford
and Keble) breaks Bannister’s
36 year-old track record at the
1990 ‘Varsity Match,

narrowly beating former
A.A.A. 1500m indoor
champion, Andy Geddes
(Brasenose) who had forced
much of the early pace.
Bannister can be seen on the
infield, looking on with
interest and with his hands to
his watch.
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Country, as well as defeating five time world cross-coyettampion and 1988
Olympic champion John Ngugi (Kenya) at the Portstnanternational in June
1990, an achilles tendon injury meant that he wesble to achieve his full
potential. Simon won the ‘Varsity Match 5000m aridd@m double from 1988-
91, breaking the 1500m record twice, the second,&m routeto a 3:58.9 mile,
thus removing Roger Bannister’'s 3min 59.4s fromithey Road Ground
Records in the process. He also won four consexotinright ‘Varsity cross-
country titles (1987-90).

Most recently, Pierre Faber (Keble and South Ajrltas left an indelible mark on
the Varsity records. Pierre arrived in Oxford i%9as a Rhodes Scholar and the
reigning South African Decathlon Champion and AdrncContinental decathlon
record holder. Pierre won twelve ‘Varsity Matcheats during his four years in
Oxford, eclipsing the record mark set by DwaynerdeBlis range of events

made the record all the more impressive, recordimg in the hammer and high
jump (once each), the pole vault (twice) and tisews and shot (four times each),
as well as being part of a winning sprint relayntedlis final win in the shot put
set a new Varsity Record (16m75), removing the ipreyrecord that had stood
since 1966.

lan Williams

Another sportsman of note in recent history wasWaliams (St. Catherine’s), an
Australian international at rugby, who won the spdouble in the 1989 ‘Varsity
Match. lan’s experience of athletics at Oxford dissdl in his own words from
his autobiographyin Touch — Rugby: Life Worth Livifigprovided a lucid
account of an O.U.A.C. athlete of the modern era.

“Obligatory for any new student coming up to Oxfasdh visit
to the Freshers’ Fair. On my arrival in Septembbagd eagerly
awaited my opportunity to see some of the divehglescthat
Oxford University had to offer.lnspired by Chariots of Fire, |
hovered near the athletics club booth until theas wo-one
around and then scampered over to speak to a skoung
bloke who turned out to be Simon Mugglestone, then
reigning European Junior 5000m champion who hassgone
on to represent Great Britain a number of timesableed for my
best times in the past year over 100 metres anarizdfes
which was a little embarrassing as the last tirhad run a
competitive race was at school in 1982. He looked sceptical
but said he would be in contact about a freshemskimeet at
Cambridge later in the term.

Simon popped in to see me some weeks later omahef the
Bedford match at Iffley Road and asked whethemlao
compete the following day at Cambridge since thmylan’t find
anyone else. The bus would leave at 8am from Msgirtyr
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Memorial. The following morning | could barely moaed
certainly had no interest in sitting in a bus faoaiple of hours,
but finally my conscience got the better of me agdickly
grabbed a pair of old spikes and headed out ofidioe.

The Cambridge University Athletics Club use a runwd cinder
track on the outskirts of town. The weather hachbieelement
and there were small pools of water on the tractasa. | tried
to warm up and stretch but my hamstrings wouldroven
Without blocks, | slipped at the start of the 106tras and
recovered only to finish a distarif 8out of four) in the slowest
time of this century. | spent the rest of the desading the
running of the 200 metres. Luckily, | drew lane pse that |
would at least have a chance to see how the atheers were
going and pick up a little on the stagger. | goatgreat start,
leading by a couple of metres off the bend but 8@hmetres
left, | started running on the spot and as therstheshed past
me, | saw the finish line receding in the distar®@me hours
later, or so it seemed, | hit the tape and colldmsethe side of
the track.

At the post-match tea, | became quite embarrassedh W
overheard some of the athletes talking about thermational
rugby player who was supposed to run today but hatlown
up. Actually, he had, but no-one would have recsgghinim
from the way he ran. On the return bus-trip, Ireatt to the
newly elected president of the athletics ¢lukhe first woman to
be elected to the position in the club’s 143 yestohy,
something | found amazing in itself. She proceddeagive me a
lecture on how all these foreigners shouldn’t beved to come
to Oxford and steal Blues from the undergraduates.

During the spring term, | tried to get down to theeck as much
as possible and keep in shape by varying my trgiroatine. |
had played rugby non-stop for almost two yearsldett that,
by doing something different, | could maintain mgdhness in
training and retain my competitive edge for the carseason
against the Lions. At this stage, | was nothingertbian a rugby
player who could run a bit as opposed to the serathlete |
wanted to be. However, Graham Tanner, one of tHer@x
coaches, saw some potential in me and took me Umsl&ring.
He started to show me how to run correctly forftrst time in
my life. It was a little strange to think that aftdl the sprints |
had done in rugby training, only now was | learnimogv to run
properly. | worked hard with starting blocks andincreasing
the length of my strides. There were a number aftsnagainst
other university and club teams during the ternt,adgain my
performances were mediocre as | invariably tightenehe
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final stages of the races to finish in the middi¢he field. An
athletics Blue looked an impossibility; just to neatke final
Blues team would be an achievement in itself.

On the first weekend of the summer term, the Britis
Universities Championships were being held in Dexbd |
sneaked in as a late entry in the 100 metres HEa¢sproblem
was that it was too late to change the name oertlkrg form
from Segun Osuntokun, our Nigerian triple jumpédrisidid not
initially appear to be a problem but became alginbarrassing
as the day proceeded.

| decided the only way to get away with it was tetpnd that |
had just arrived from South Africa. It seemed takvall right,
until a few of the runners realized that | was altjuthe Aussie
rugby player from Oxford.

| progressed through my heat and a second plate isemi-
final put me into the final. Here | was drawn i tlane next to
Jamie Henderson, who had already represented 8dattahe
1986 Commonwealth Games as a 17 year old. | gdabatfgood
start and was with the leaders after 60 metresrbdhey
suddenly got into their stride and pulled away eféssly,
leaving me floundering in their wake. The firstefrall finished
in a little over 10.5 seconds, but | was delighteith my 10.83s
for fifth. For the first time, | began to feel &l bit like an
athlete.

There were about four and a half weeks left befloeevarsity
match and | decided that | wanted to try and maked¢am for
both the 100 and 200 metres. This meant that Igeay) to
have to do a lot of distance work if | was to hawng chance so |
trained four or five afternoons a week, going tiglostride-
throughs, stretches and a track session. Slowlgumedy, my
condition improved through running fast sets of &t¥lires,
often finishing by the side of the track throwing. uOne of the
important lessons | leant was to relax when | bagdrel pain
and tighten up. The ability to relax when fatigweas one of the
reasons | think | played such great rugby latehenseason, as |
was able to maintain my speed throughout the gameggardless
of being tired.

Every year there is a “Fastest Man in Oxford” cotitjma over
60 and 150 metres, the times being added togetitetha
lowest composite score being the winner. | easoy the 60
metres race, but surprised everyone by also winthiad 50
metres. The training was beginning to pay off atervthe
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Blues team was finally announced, | was selectethi® 100
and 200 metres, as well as lead-off runner in tkel@0 metre
relay.

It was a beautiful May day for the match but | was terribly
confident of my chances. To win an athletics Blymj must
achieve two things: first, be selected for the Blteeam and
second, achieve a certain standard of performasmegr@ed
between the two universities. However, discretigriglues can
be awarded if you don’t achieve the required steshbat win
your event. The standard for 100 metres, 10.8 sicand the
200 metres, 22.0 seconds, were quite exactingymgtdid |
have to win but | also had to beat the clock. Mgnpetition
from Cambridge had been depleted by the withdraival
international hurdler, Jon Ridgeon, who had woivaismedal
at the 1987 World Championships.

My best chance was always going to be the 100 satrd | was
determined to take it. Graham Tanner provided sosedul last-
minute advice, suggesting that | should try andichoa little
higher in my blocks and drive away harder with rfiyos to
get away. The starter seemed to hold us for anigtemd my
leg was beginning to twitch involuntarily when tipen went. |
got away well and with a slight lead after 30 mgtiaelaxed
into my stride and before | knew it, it was oveddrad won by
a clear metre in 10.8 seconds. The feeling wa®diole and my
heart was racing and the adrenaline rushed throygbeins.
For an hour afterwards, | floated rather than welle a mixture
of relief, fatigue, excitement and joy.

My Blue secured, | could relax for the 200 metigse
competition was going to be stiff as the Cambridgeers, Bob
Ryan and Richard Shermur, had finished fifth amthsat the
BUSA Championships and | had never beaten Oxfarthier
runner, Marcus Browning over the distance. As the/est
runner, | was drawn in lane four, which is a sevthsadvantage
as you are unable to see the other runners untibye well into
the straight. | came out of the blocks smoothly asdl came
into the straight towards the grandstand, | coedrhhe crowd
screaming and yelling. | assumed that | was almbetpassed,
so | glanced out of the corner of my eye but cotilskee anyone
yet. The noise was getting louder as | neareditighing line,
but | just kept telling myself to relax and maimtéorm. | dipped
for the line and broke the tape in 21.9 secondy pensonal
best by 0.6 seconds. Exhausted and elated, | selthpn the
grass.
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It was a strange feeling because it was only & tna@et between
two universities, yet because of the history aadition, it had
so much more significance. More than anything,aswa
personal achievement as | had felt so humiliatedthsoearlier
at the freshers’ match, but now | had manageddegmyself.
The match as a whole was of a very high standantors
Mugglestone in the 1500 metres had broken the nrataird
and had also won the 5000m. The following yeamadgn hit
the headlines by breaking Roger Bannister’s IffRmad track
record for the mile and later winning a record thuwsonsecutive
Varsity cross-country race. Although the Cambridgen’s team
had been third at the BUSA Championships, we ytterl
destroyed them.

However, it was the women’s match where the rddétds were
to be seen, with no less than nine GB junior amiose
representatives on display. Records were set edixents yet
the following day, barely a word on the women'’s chatvas
mentioned in the press. Instead, @leservercarried the rather
embarrassing story comparing my feats at Oxforithéo
incomparable C.B.Fry.”
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10. Of coaches and coaching

Caspar Whitney commented that, “...there is no traatéhe English

universities.” He admitted, however, that Clemextk$on, known throughout
Oxford as “The Jacker” and at the time (1870s)ma ak Hertford, “...gave the
athletics of hismlma matera great deal of personal and valuable attentieatér
Lovesey described Jackson as, “Senior Treasurachcand mentor of Oxford

athletics.”

Jackson’s influence on athletics would indeed bd lmexaggerate. Yet by the
early part of the twentieth century, the profesal@moach became thought of as a
necessary condition for success in athletics. HancE20 Oxford appointed Alf
Shrubb, the holder of every world record over ingdetistances from two miles

to ten miles. However, as a coach Shrubb was amgisatment. Oxford athletes

of this period remember him starting a trainingsgas with the words, “Now,
gentlemen, we’ll just warm up with a few turns, datlhen, aged over 40, scudding
off round the track, oblivious of who followed. Harely said much, unlike some

modern coaches.
During the following years, little changed. Banarstommented:

“I tried hard to find a coach. Athletics coachesaleped from
the old handyman-masseur trainer at the end dagieentury -
they were the bath attendant coaches who gradpiakgd up
tips by their acute observation. They had greattma
knowledge and judgment. Some were successful ranndheir
day.”

Bill Thomas belonged to this school and was coacfany years to O.U.A.C.:

“Lovelock had great confidence in him. | went t@ $#m, and
he stood by the track, bowler-hatted, watching umeround. He
grunted continuously but said little. Though thenceoents he
made were probably extremely shrewd, he seemed whea |
asked him why he said this or that. | think he vearkntuitively
and | needed reasons for the things | did. AstlHeh | felt
disappointed. Lovelock no doubt had faith based oeed of his
help. But somehow | did not feel my need so strpfigl

His successor was John Jeffrey, who typified the beeed of coaches, a product
of Geoffrey Dyson and the A.A.A’s National Coachiigheme. John was a

physical education lecturer at the Loughboroughiriling College. Roger
Bannister commented on this appointment:

“At any rate, the universities have realised tiraet are
changing and Oxford has taken the revolutionany efe
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appointing a highly qualified professional coachite different
from the old masseur, handyman trainer and bagimadint
coach and is beginning to apply cine camera mettwmtiaining
and to take full advantage of technical advicehefA.A.A.
professional coaches. Never, though, will our ursies
become so coach conscious and coach dominated as ar
university sports in the USA.”

John Jeffrey was followed in the role by Sandy Damdimself a Blue having
won the long jump in the 1935 *Varsity Match. Diugithe 1950s his guidance to
Oxford athletes was crystallised into Kgford Pocket Book of Athletic Training
a second edition being published in 1957 in cortjonaovith Kenneth Bone, an
Essex schoolmaster who was now coaching at IfflegdR

In 1963, Lionel Pugh, the A.A.A’s National Coachi tbe Midlands and an expert
javelin coach was appointed as coach to O.U.A.@eaprincely sum of £300er
annum In a personal communication to the author, Gegfdyson, the A.A.A’s
Chief National Coach wrote:

“Yes, Lionel is going to Oxford - but | do not ttkinve can
regard him as settled as that appointment bringsiyabout
£300 a year! It sounds more grand than it reajlfinsincially at
least! However...I think that Lionel’s true valudhstand out
like a beacon.”

However, Lionel's stay was relatively short, asshen moved to Canada as one
of their national coaches.

Next followed John Heaton, sometime Army 100 yard 200 yard champion
and a physical education lecturer at St Paul’'segellof Education, Cheltenham.
Once again his tenure was unfortunately short.

However in the mid-1960s along came Alphonse Mkokwn to all Oxford
athletes as “Captain Mack.” Captain Mack was aleggoldier in the pre-war
Polish Army, and as a keen and versatile sportshhad been selected as a
reserve for the Polish boxing team at the 1936iB&Ilympic Games.

With Poland over-run by the Germans in Septemb881€@aptain Mack escaped
through the Balkans and Greece to join the Brifismy in North Africa. Serving
with the Polish Airborne Forces from 1941, he dexgppvith the ill-fated Polish
Brigade at Arnhem.

After the war he taught physical education at uaimdependent schools before
deciding to qualify to teach in maintained schdmtpursuing a mature student’s
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Left: Franz Stampfl with the
four-minute mile team shortly
after their feat.

Below left: Lovelock with Bill
Thomas.

Below right: Hicham El-
Guerrouj, world record holder
for the mile comes to Iffley
Road to meet his hero, Roger
Bannister, in July 2000.
Hicham’s record currently
stands at 3:43.13, set in Rome
in 1999.
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course at Westminster College, Oxford. This brotmgstundoubted skills as an
athletics coach into contact with O.U.A.C.. Captisliack will be remembered for
the new year trips he organised to Warsaw Uniwefsitwinter coaching and
competition as well as Polish hospitality. Thoseowelitended the Thursday
afternoon conditioning sessions will also remen®aptain Mack for his
“Mackanorys,” where he philosophised on all aticketand the world in general.
Captain Mack retired from athletics coaching at@dfin 1989.

Attempts to keep pace with the wider developmentghletics included the
development of the coaching programme and duriad 8Y0s and 1980s and the
replacement of the pre-match week at Brighton waitheek during the Easter
vacation at the Lilleshall National Sports Centiteene members of the team could
prepare in relatively cloistered calm. The traingagnps at Lilleshall have since
been replaced with warm-weather trips to Portugal.

Let the final words rest with that doyen of Oxfatthletics, Sir Roger Bannister:

“The university athlete is first and foremost a famibeing who
runs his sport and does not allow it to run him.drdeks beer
and he listens to coaches when he feels inclindtd produced
men whose personality and determination were seffido
enable them to achieve balanced lives and at the sane, to
plan successful athletic careers and to standitam of first
class competition.”
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Appendix A — ‘Inter-University Sports Record

Year Venue Winner Result
1864  Christ Church Ground, Iffley Road, Oxford Tie 4-4
1865 Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge Cambridge 6-3
1866  Christ Church Ground, Iffley Road, Oxford Caitdfge 5%-3%
1867  Beaufort House Ground, Walham Green Cambrid@e3
1868  Beaufort House Ground, Walham Green Oxford 5-4

1869 Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge  5%-3%
1870 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 1%2-1Y
1871 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 5Y%,-3%
1872  Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 5%-3%
1873 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 6-3
1874 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 5-4
1875 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 6-3
1876 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 6-3
1877  Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 5-4
1878 Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 5-4
1879 Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 5-4
1880 Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 6-3
1881  Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 5-4
1882  Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 5-4
1883  Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 6-3
1884 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 6-3
1885 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford B-3Ys
1886 Lillie Bridge, London Oxford 6-3
1887 Lillie Bridge, London Cambridge 6-3
1888 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 5-4
1889  Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 5%-3%
1890 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 6-3
1891 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge  6%-2%
1892  Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 5-4
1893 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 7-2
1894  Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 6-3
1895 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 5-4
1896 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 5-4
1897  Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 5-4
1898 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 7-2
1899 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Tie 5-5
1900 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 6-4
1901 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 6-4
1902 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 5-4
1903 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 8-2
1904 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Cambridge 8-2
1905 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford V5-3%5
1906 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 7-3
1907 Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court Oxford 8Y2-1Y
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1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914

1915-1919: No matches due to the Great War

1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

1940-1945: No Matches due to World War Two

1940’

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

1946
1947
1948
1949
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Venue

Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court

Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Queen’s Club, Baron’s Court
Stamford Bridge

Stamford Bridge

Stamford Bridge

The White City

The White City

The White City

The White City

The White City

The White City

The White City

The White City

Winner Result
Cambridge 6-4
Oxford 6-4
Cambridge 7-3
Cambridge 6-4
Tie 5-5
Tie 5-5
Cambridge 6-4
Oxford 5Y2-4%>
Tie 5-5
Cambridge 9-1
Oxford 7-4
Tie 5Y2-5%
Oxford 6-5
Cambridge 8-3
Cambridge 9-2
Cambridge 8-3

Cambridge 7-4
Cambridge 8-3
Cambridge 8-3
Cambridge 6-5
Oxford 8-3
Oxford 7-4
Cambridge 7-4
Cambridge 8-3
Cambridge  9-2
Oxford 60-57
Oxford 76-41

Seven unofficial Wartime Matches held at Oxford @ambridge

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
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Cambridge
Cambridge
Oxford
Cambridge
Oxford
Cambridge
Cambridge

Cambridge
Cambridge
Oxford
Oxford

77-40
67-49
64Y4-52Y2

57-51
61-47

73-35
57-51

65-43

68Y2-57%2
83-43
72-54



Year
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
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Venue

The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
The White City
Crystal Palace

The West London Stadium
The West London Stadium

Crystal Palace

Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford
Iffley Road, Oxford

Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
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Winner Result
Oxford 76-50
Oxford 72Y%2-53%
Oxford 68-58
Oxford 73-53
Oxford 70-56
Oxford 79-47
Oxford 87-39
Oxford 73-53
Cambridge 79-47
Oxford 90-45
Oxford 78-57
Cambridge  75-60
Cambridge 71-64
Cambridge 86-67
Cambridge 80-73
Oxford 79-74
Oxford 87-66
Oxford 101-52
Oxford 90-63
Oxford 105v,-811%
Oxford 106-80
Oxford 96-91
Oxford 99-95

Tie 97-97
Oxford 115-78
Cambridge 111-99

Cambridge  114-97

Cambridge  114-98
Oxford 112-100
Cambridge  113-98
Oxford 110-102
Cambridge 110-101
Cambridge 115-94
Oxford 110-102
Oxford 125-87
Oxford 114-96
Oxford 124-97
Oxford 111%-107%
Cambridge 119%-102%:
Oxford 135-87
Oxford 121-102
Cambridge 120-103
Oxford 115-105
Cambridge 113-108
Oxford 124-98
Oxford 123-100



Year
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
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Venue

Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Winner Result
Oxford 134-89
Cambridge  113-109
Oxford 111-109
Oxford 110-102
Oxford 110-102
Oxford 114-97
Oxford 113-96
Oxford 113-99
Oxford 117-103
Oxford 110-102
Oxford 112%2-99v%
Cambridge  130-82
Oxford 116-96

Cambridge 129-85
Cambridge  107%2-102%:

Current match score: Oxford 73, Cambridge 56 wities
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Appendix B — Centipedes versus Alverstone Record

Year Venue Winner Result
1949  Fenners, Cambridge Alverstone  99-27
1950 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  71-54
1951  Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  70-56
1952  Fenners, Cambridge Alverstone  67-59
1953 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 87-38
1954  Fenners, Cambridge Alverstone  69-57
1955 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 85-41
1956  Fenners, Cambridge Alverstone  82-44
1957  Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  72-63
1958 Fenners, Cambridge Alverstone

1959 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes  83-52
1960 Milton Road, Cambridge Alverstone  93-42
1961 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone

1962  Milton Road, Cambridge Alverstone  88-46
1963 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  102-51
1964  Milton Road, Cambridge Alverstone  94-59
1965 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  86-57
1966  Milton Road, Cambridge Centipedes

1967 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes  86%2-66%2
1968  Milton Road, Cambridge Alverstone  95-58
1969 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 111-72
1970  Milton Road, Cambridge Centipedes  98-88
1971  The White City Alverstone  115-71
1972  The White City Alverstone  103-89
1973  Crystal Palace Centipedes  96-92
1974  West London Stadium Centipedes  96-95
1975 West London Stadium Centipedes 114-96
1976  Crystal Palace Centipedes  115-95
1977  Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes  108-93
1978 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 121-88
1979  Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes  130-82
1980 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 108-101
1981  Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 116-96
1982  Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  106-103
1983 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes  112v2-98Y%
1984  Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 116-92
1985 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 132-79
1986 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 128-94
1987  Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  114-101
1988 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  120-102
1989 Iffley Road, Oxford Centipedes 115-107
1990 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  122-100
1991 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  131-92
1992 Iffley Road, Oxford Alverstone  112-109
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Year
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Current match score: Alverstone 34, Centipedes 28

The History of the Oxford University Athletic Club

Venue

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
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Winner Result
Centipedes 122-98
Alverstone 116Y%2-103Y-

Alverstone  103-1
Centipedes 126-94
Alverstone  118-105
Alverstone  134-83
Centipedes 111-100
Alverstone  107-105
Alverstone 113995
Centipedes  113v2-97%2
Alverstone  114-96
Centipedes 122-98
Centipedes 108-101
Centipedes 106-105
Alverstone 111%v%0
Alverstone  108-102
Alverstone  134-80
Alverstone  113-99
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Appendix C — Ladies’ Inter-University Athletic Sports Record

Year
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Current match score: Cambridge 26, Oxford 10

Venue

West London Stadium
Crystal Palace

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
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Winner Result
Cambridge 67-61
Cambridge 67-61

Oxford 66-62
Cambridge 72-55
Cambridge  75-53
Cambridge  78-50
Cambridge 73-55
Cambridge  79-49
Cambridge 66-62
Cambridge 69-65
Cambridge 80-77
Cambridge 89-67
Cambridge 93-64
Cambridge 97-60
Cambridge 84-73
Oxford 88-69
Oxford 95-62
Cambridge 80-77
Cambridge 96-83
Cambridge 91-88
Cambridge  90-89
Oxford 97-82
Cambridge 93-86
Cambridge  98%-78Y%
Oxford 90-89
Cambridge 96-83
Cambridge 117-61
Oxford 95-92
Cambridge  110-90
Cambridge  109-89
Cambridge 99-91
Oxford 102-88
Oxford 95-93
Oxford 109-90
Oxford 104-99
Cambridge 112-89
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Appendix D — Millipedes versus Alligators Record

Year Venue Winner Result
1987 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  82-73
1988 Iffley Road, Oxford Alligators 83%2-72%
1989 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  91-66
1990 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  88-68
1991  Iffley Road, Oxford Alligators 88-67
1992  Iffley Road, Oxford Alligators 86-67
1993 Iffley Road, Oxford Tie 88-88
1994  Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  104-72
1995  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Millipedes  1@)-7
1996 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  107-69
1997  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Alligators 105-74
1998 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  106-71
1999  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Millipedes 98-80
2000 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  96-83
2001  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Alligators 106-69
2002 Iffley Road, Oxford Alligators 96-83
2003  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Alligators 114462
2004  Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  109-87
2005  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Alligators 105-92
2006 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  105-94
2007  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Alligators 114-84
2008 Iffley Road, Oxford Millipedes  98-96
2009  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Alligators 114-89
2010 Iffley Road, Oxford Alligators 122-76

Current match score: Millipedes 12, Alligators 1ithwi tie.
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Appendix E — Inter-University Relays Record

Year
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938

1939-1945: No Matches due to World War Two

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1966
1966
1967

The History of the Oxford University Athletic Club

Venue

Fenner’s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge

Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’'s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Fenner’s Ground, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Milton Road, Cambridge
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Winner Result
Cambridge 4-1
Cambridge 4-1
Oxford 3-2
Oxford 4-1
Cambridge 3-2
Cambridge 4-1
Cambridge 5-2
Cambridge 4-3
Oxford 4-3
Cambridge 6-1
Cambridge 5-2
Cambridge 4-3
Cambridge 4-3
Oxford 4Y5-2%>
Cambridge 6-1
Cambridge 6-1

Oxford 5-2
Oxford 4-3
Oxford 5-2

Cambridge 4-3

Oxford 4-3
Oxford 5%-1Y%
Cambridge 4-3
Oxford 5-2
Cambridge 4-3
Oxford 4-2
Cambridge 5-2
Oxford 6-1
Cambridge 4-3
Oxford 5-2
Cambridge 5-2
Oxford 5-2

Cambridge 4-3
Cambridge 5-2

Cambridge 5-2
Cambridge 6-1

Oxford 4-3
Oxford 4-3

Oxford 5-2
Oxford 5-2

Cambridge 5-2
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Year Venue Winner Result
1968 Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 4-3
1969  Milton Road, Cambridge Oxford 4-3
1970 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-3
1971  Milton Road, Cambridge Oxford 6-1
1973 Crystal Palace Oxford 4-2
1974  Crystal Palace Oxford 6-1
1975 Crystal Palace Oxford 5-2
1976  Crystal Palace Oxford 4-3
1977  Crystal Palace Oxford 4-3
1978 Crystal Palace Oxford 4-3
1979  Crystal Palace Cambridge 5-2
1980 Crystal Palace Oxford 4-3
1981 Crystal Palace Oxford 5-2
1982  Crystal Palace Cambridge 7-0
1983  Norman Park, Bromley Cambridge 5-2
1984  Crystal Palace Oxford 6-1
1985 Crystal Palace Oxford 4-3
1986 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 6-1
1987  Harlow Arena Oxford 4-3
1988 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 6-1
1989  Bedford Athletic Stadium Cambridge 6-1
1990 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-3
1991 Bedford Athletic Stadium Cambridge 5-2
1992  Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 4-3
1993 Bedford Athletic Stadium Oxford 5-2
1994  Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-3
1995  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Oxford 6-1
1996" Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-1
1997  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 4-3
1998 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-3
1999  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 4-3
2000  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 6-1
2001  Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-3
2002 West Suffolk Athletics Arena, Bury St. Edmund€Oxford 6-1
2003 Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 5-2
2004  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-2
2005 Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-1
2006  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 6-1
2007 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-2
2008 Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Cambridge 4-2
2009 Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Cambridge 6-0
2010 Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Cambridge 4-2

Current match score: Cambridge 44, Oxford 39
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Appendix F — Inter-University Field Events Match Record

Year
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993

1994
1995
1996
1997

Venue

Fenner’'s Ground, Camb
Iffley Road, Oxford
Fenner’'s Ground, Camb
Iffley Road, Oxford
Fenner’'s Ground, Camb
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford

Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Milton Road, Cambridge

Winner Result
ridge Oxford 4-3
Oxford 4-3
ridge Cambridge 4-3
Oxford 4-3
ridge Cambridge 5-2
Oxford 5-2

Cambridge 4-3
Cambridge 5-2

Cambridge 7-0
Cambridge 5-2

Cambridge 4-3

Oxford 7-0
Oxford 4-3

Oxford 4-3
Oxford 4-3

Oxford 4-3

Cambridge 6-1
Cambridge 5-2

Oxford 4-3
Cambridge 5-2
Oxford 4-3

Cambridge 7-0
Cambridge 5-1

Cambridge 5-3
Cambridge 4-3

Cambridge 5-2

Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 4-3
Milton Road, Cambridge Oxford 3-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-2
Milton Road, Cambridge Oxford 4-3
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 4-3
Milton Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-0
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 5-3
Milton Road, Cambridge Oxford 4-3
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 5-3
Milton Road, Cambridge Tie 4-4
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 5Y5-2Y%
Milton Road, Cambridge &

Bedford Athletic Stadium Oxford 8-0
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 5-3
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-3
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Year Venue Winner Result
1998 Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-2
1999  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Oxford 5-3
2000 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-3
2001  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Oxford 6-2
2002  West Suffolk Athletics Arena, Bury St. EdmundsTie 4-4
2003  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-3
2004 Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-3
2005  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Oxford 6-2
2006 Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-2
2007  Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Oxford 5-3
2008 Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Cambridge 7-1
2009 Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Cambridge 6-2
2010 Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Tie 4-4

Current match score: Oxford 30, Cambridge 23 witie3
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Appendix G — Ladies’ Inter-University Relays Record

Year
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Venue

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Norman Park, Bromley
Crystal Palace

Crystal Palace

Iffley Road, Oxford

Harlow Arena

Iffley Road, Oxford

Bedford Athletic Stadium
Iffley Road, Oxford

Bedford Athletic Stadium
Iffley Road, Oxford

Bedford Athletic Stadium

Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge

West Suffolk Athletics Arena, Bury St. EdmundsCambridge

Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Iffley Road, Oxford
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge

Lee Valley Sports Centre, London
Lee Valley Sports Centre, London
Lee Valley Sports Centre, London

Winner Result
Oxford 3-0
Cambridge 2-1
Oxford 2-1
Cambridge 2-1
Cambridge 3-0
Cambridge 3-0
Cambridge 2-1
Cambridge 3-0
Tie 2-2
Oxford 4-0
Cambridge 5-0

Cambridge 4-1
Cambridge 4-1
Cambridge 4-1
Cambridge 3-2
Cambridge 3-2
Oxford 4-1
Oxford 3-2
Cambridge 4-1
Cambridge 3-2
Cambridge 3-2
Oxford 5-0
Tie 3-3
Oxford 5-1
Oxford 5-1
Cambridge 4-2
Oxford 4-2
4-2
Oxford 4-2
Oxford 4-2
Tie 3-3
Oxford 5-1
Oxford 5-1
Oxford 5-1
Oxford 4-2

Cambridge 5-1

Current match score: Cambridge 18, Oxford 15 witie3
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Appendix H — Ladies’ Inter-University Field Events Match Record

Year
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Venue Winner Result
Milton Road, Cambridge Cambridge 3-1
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 3-2
Milton Road, Cambridge Cambridge 4-0
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-1
Milton Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-0
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 3-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 3-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 3-2
Milton Road, Cambridge Oxford 3-2
Milton Road, Cambridge &

Bedford Athletic Stadium Oxford 6-1
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 6-0
Iffley Road, Oxford Oxford 5-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-2
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 7-0
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 4-3
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Oxford 5-2
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 6-1
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 6-1
West Suffolk Athletics Arena, Bury St. EdmundsCambridge  4-3
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-3
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-3
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Cambridge 5-3
Iffley Road, Oxford Cambridge 5-3
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge Tie 4-4
Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Oxford 6-2
Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Tie 4-4
Lee Valley Sports Centre, London Cambridge 3 5-

Current match score: Cambridge 16, Oxford 9 withe2
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Appendix | — Indoor Inter-University Sports Record

Year Venue Winner Result
1987  Haringey Indoor Track Cambridge 34-32
1988  Haringey Indoor Track Oxford 39-27

Match score: Cambridge 1, Oxford 1

Ladies’ Indoor Inter-University Sports Record

Year Venue Winner Result
1988 Haringey Indoor Track Cambridge  30%2-24Y%

Match score: Cambridge won the only contest
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Endnotes

Chapter 1

' Montague Shearman (St John’s) won the ‘Varsityr&pt00 yards in 1876, the same year
he became British Champion at this event. In 1&@9yas elected O.U.A.C. President. In
1880 he won the national title at 440 yards.

Chapter 2

' Later Sir Charles Lawes-Wittewronge.

" Later 1st Viscount Alverstone - the eponym for @ambridge second team.

" Now the site of the Said Business School.

v Goodwin was also the first President of the Oxfdrdversity Hare and Hounds Club.

¥ Note the O.U.A.C. scribble etched onto the wathie top left corner.

Y William Woodcock Hough (Corpus Christi) was alke founder of the Cambridge
University Hare and Hounds in 1880.

" The track referred to here was 0.U.A.C’s grounMatston, which was laid down under
the direction of John Chambers (Trinity, Cambridige)867. The construction took less
than two months and it was first used for the LInd@ollege Sports in that year. It was
one-third of a mile in length and was reporteddgensharpish corners; however, it was
always dogged by the problem of being built on lyeday and was, thus, prone to
flooding or becoming so soggy that it was unusaberefore, in 1876, O.U.A.C. decided
to relocate to the Iffley Road site that is stdked today.

Y In First Four Minutes

Chapter 3

' Algernon Estcourt Cator (Keble) was another exoept middle distance runner at
Oxford, during this period. Cator was first empldyas an “also-ran” or pace-maker in the
mile and three miles before establishing himseH fise racer in his own right.

" Cornwallis’ record stood for 30 years until 193Hem it was broken by the Olympian,
Pen Hallowell (Balliol and United States) who loeeithe record to 1:54.2.

" This impressive double has since been achieveddnyall number of distinguished
athletes. A.G.K.Brown (Peterhouse), the 400m sitwedallist in the Berlin Olympics won
the Varsity 440 yards for four years in successiom 1935 to 1938, twice revising the
‘Varsity record (49.0s in 1935 and 48.4s in 198&)nbining this with a win in the 100
yards in 1937 and with victory in the 880 yard4 888.

Derek Johnson (Lincoln) won the 440 yard and 880 gauble in 1954, 1955 and 19586,
each time improving the ‘Varsity 880 yard recorb@L1; 1:52.5; and 1:51.9 respectively)
before moving up to win the mile in 1957. Johnslso avon Olympic silver in the 800
metres in Melbourne.

v Taber ran for Oxford in the 1913 ‘Varsity Crosse@try at Roehampton (finishing
second) and the 1914 ‘Varsity Sports (finishingosetin the half-mile).

Chapter 4

' Conjuring up images dEhariots of Fire

" Presumably used by O.U.A.C. at that time.
" Should be F.J.K.Cross.
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Chapter 5

' While in America, plans were formulated for theivbof Cornell in December to face a
combined Oxbridge side in a cross-country race theeiThames Hare and Hounds’ course
at Roehampton.

" Frederick Edwin Smith (Wadham, and later, Merton).

Chapter 6

' Formerly the home of the London Athletic Club asidice 1905, home to Chelsea F.C..
" Son of Charles Pumphrey (Christ’s) who ran for Gedge at the turn of the 2aentury
and won the 1899 and 1900 ‘Varsity Cross-CountrgeRa

" Now British Universities’ and Colleges’ Sport (BST

Y The full version of the transcribed commentary barfound in McNeish’s fictional
biography,Lovelock

Y Roger Robinson. “Lovelock, John Edward 1910 — 19B@&:tionary of New Zealand
Biography, updated 30 September 2002 www.dnzb.goit.

' The results of the wartime matches can be fourkpjpendix A.

Chapter 7

' Eric Mackay (Wadham).

" This is the more plausible reason for the nantberahan that suggested by Paul
Willcox, the Secretary of Achilles, from the pieaiedoggerel brought to athletic fame by
Geoff Dyson, the first Chief National Coach:

“The centipede was happy quite

Until a toad in fun,

Said, “Pray which leg goes after which?”

She lay distracted in a ditch,

Considering how to run.”

However, this may well describe the athletic antitsome members of the club.

" This is not a reference to Harold Wilson (Jesus) Wwad, however, a reputation as a
credible quarter-miler. According to tibmily Telegraph“A good athlete, Wilson was an
outstanding quarter-miler and would doubtless vaee a Blue had he not given it up for
work.”

v Mallalien’s report of the 1953 ‘Varsity Sports da@ found under the headingRfinners
and Jumpersn hisSporting Daygublished by the Sportsman’s Book Club in 1957.

¥ Ibbotson spent a considerable proportion of himing career carrying out National
Service in the RAF, and as such, was little moaa th full time athlete.

Chapter 8

' The second team match had previously been hetdvoeekend close to the Blues ‘Varsity
match, usually the immediate following weekend.

" The White City remained open as a venue for greydaacing. In 1976, the athletics
track was replaced by one for speedway and theaustdoecame the home for the sports
major events and for the White City Rebels teany Wéd ironically relocated to the venue
from Oxford. After the demise of the team in 19F& stadium remained in use for major
speedway events and greyhound racing until it whklsy its owners, the Greyhound
Racing Association, to the B.B.C. in 1984. It wasmblished in 1985, the first former
Olympic stadium to suffer that fate.

" The ‘Varsity Match took place at Iffley Road evesar from 1977 until 1994. However,
with the opening of the new Wilberforce Road at Gadye, the event has alternated
between the two since 1995.

v Sanders still leads the O.U.A.C. all-time rankifmysdiscus
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¥ The eight events were: The Inter-‘Varsity AthleBports; Centipedes versus Alverstone;
the Inter-‘Varsity Relays’ the Inter-‘Varsity Fievents; the Inter-'Varsity Cross-Country
Race; Tortoises versus Spartans Meam Cross-Country Race; and"'Veam Cross-
Country Race.

¥ This is not true. There was nd"\¢ross-country team until 1966. The O.U.A.C. Cross-
Country captain, John Bryant (Queen’s) lighthedytagpointed Archer captain of thé"y
despite its not existing.

Chapter 9

' Now the site of Fletcher Field, the universityfkvaeather pitch.

" Subsequently, the ladies’ second team match -ipdies versus Alligators — was added
in 1987.

1977, 1990, 1991, 1996, 1999, 2002, 2006, 20078,22009.

Y Now Ellen Leggate. She went on to represent Calgbr{Peterhouse) from 2001-04.

Y Now B.U.C.S.

' Presumably the inspiration for the title of laalstobiography, following C.B.Fry’s own
book,Life Worth Living

Y Liz Hobson (Queen'’s).

Chapter 10

' Now Loughborough University.

' Scoring was by event from 1864 to 1937.

" In 1938, points scoring (5,3,1) was introduced.

" First match held in March 1940, second match iry [¥240.

Y From 1969 to the present day, the points scorasgdeen 5,3,2,1.

Appendix B
' Since 1971, the Centipedes-Alverstone Match has held in conjunction with the Blues
Match.

Appendix E

' The timing of the Relays Match changed from Noventb February/March in the 1972-
73 season, hence there was no event in the calgeaaof 1972.

" Held over two days (February2&nd March 6).

" Since 1996, the Relays and Field Events Match baea held concurrently.

Appendix F

' The discus and hammer were held at Cambridgethandigh jump, pole vault, long
jump, triple jump, shot put and javelin were heldeadford.

" Since 1996, the Relays and Field Events Match baea held concurrently.

Appendix G
" Held over two days (February'2@&nd March 8).
" Since 1996, the Relays and Field Events Match baee held concurrently.

Appendix H

' The discus and hammer were held at Cambridge;tantigh jump, pole vault, long
jump, triple jump, shot put and javelin were heldadford.

" Since 1996, the Relays and Field Events Match baea held concurrently.
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